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tation upon the term “general manager” so
that in the issuing of permits to group set-
tlers, the authority shall be the Group Set-
tlement Hoard.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
group settlers!

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

I move—

God help the

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On inotion by Hon. Bir James Mitchell,
dehate adjourned,

House adjourned at 11.35 p.m.

Neaislative Council,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Messare received from the Governor noti-
fying that be had assented to the following
Bills :—

1, Forests Act Amendment.

2, Bunbury Eiectrie Lighting Aet Amend-
ment.

3, Feeding Stuffs.

4, Land Tax and Income Tax.
5, Wheat Bags.

6, Railways Discontinuance.
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BILL—ELECTORAL DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Keeommitial.

ltesumed from the previous day. Hon. J
Cornell in the Chair; the Chief Seeretary in
charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: Progress was reported
on the following proposed new clause moved
by Mr. Harris:—

3. Section 8 of the principal Act is
amended by adding at the end thereof the
following: “‘On reccipt of such report the

Minister shall cavse the same forthwith to be
published in the ‘Gazette.’ *?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am op-
posed to the proposed new clause on the
ground that there is no necessity for it in
view of the announcement already made by
the Government. As soon as the report is
received by the Government it will be the
duty of the Government, and the Govern-
ment will recognise that duty, to summon
Parliament forthwith. The proposed new
clause is an invitation to the Government to
delay taking action until Parliament meets
n the ordinary course. If the report should
come along in Mareh, Parliament will be
ealled together in March, if that is possible.
So, too, if the report should coine along in
April or May or June or early in July, the
(iovernment will not wait until the ordinary
time for the meeting of Parliament, namely,
in the last week in July, but will eall Parlia-
ment together forthwith.  Parliament has
the right to the first information in this mat-
ter. The repart should not be published in
the “Gazette.” Parliament should be called
{ozether at once and the information given
to members. Already there is provision
for that, and for introdueing the Redistri-
bution of Seats Bill without delay. I hope
the hon. member will not insist upon his
amendment.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: It is remarkable
that the Minister should suggest that the
ohject of the amendment was to bring about
delay.

The Chief Seeretary: I did not say that.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: My object is that
members of both Houses should have a copy
of the report if Parliament is not going to
meet forthwith on the receipt of that report.
Suppose this session closes next week and
the report is presented in say, six or eight
weeks’ time: as soon as it is available it will
be =ent to the Minister. The Government
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will then be in possession ol it. There are
purty polities in this State, as there are clse-
where, and a lot depends on what is going
to happen in respect of the Redistribution of
Seats Bill. Why should the Government of
the day, any Government, have the right
to remnin in possession of that report and,
it they so desire, hold it till Parba-
ment meets in the ordinary course? If we
had an assurance that on receipt of the re-
port Parliament would be ealled together, it
might be zll right, but T eannot for the life
of me eonceive that that is going to bappen.

The Honorary Minister: Did not the Chief
Secretary inform you just now that that is
just what will happen?

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: The Chiel Serre-
tary said that Parliament would mecet. Tt
has been suggested that Parliament may meet
again early in the new year. My object in
moviog the amendment was solely to provide
that as soon as the report is available it
shall be published.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : The original
veason given by Mr. Harris is quite different
From the one he has just propounded. Yes-
terday he snid he was desirous that the con-
tents of the report should be known ta all as
early as possiblee. Now the hon. member
casts suspicion on the Government.

Hon. E. H. Harris: No, not at all.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : He said that
party polities might be introduced.  This,
after the experience of the Government with
this Bill, which has been received with open
arms by both Houses of Parliament.

Hon, E. H. Harris: T thonght yon wonld
receive the amendment with open arms.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The mnend-
ment might not he so objectionable were it
not for the explanation given by the hon.
member that the Government possibly would
take party polties into consideration and
delay the ealling together of Parliament
for puarty purposes. It is & very serious
reflection on the Government. I do not think
any Government about to approach the conn-
try would be puilty of such an action.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: The Minister pnt
it to the Committee that 1 suggested the
Collier Government were going to make the
Bill the sport of party politics. 1 sugzested
nothing of the kind. T merely said that
party polities obtain in this State, as else-
where. 1 repeat that. Here and in another
place we have no fewer than three parties.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. €. B, Williams: There are four in
this House,

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: The greater reason
why all should have opportunity to pernse
the report as soon as it is available. If, in-
stead of saying the (overnment probably
would meet Parlinment us soon as the report
is available, the Chief Seeretary would indi-
cate just when the Government would eall
Parliament togelher, we eould feel satisfied.
Is he prepared to definitely state that Parlia-
ment will be called together immediately the
Government are in receipt of the report?
Can we bave the Minister’s assurance that
Parliament will meet immediately the report
iz made available to the Government ¢

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I have no
hesitution in giving that assurance. It has
alreddy heen decided by the (overnmeni.
An arrangement has been made for the re-
port to be fortheming as soon as possible.

Hon. J. J. HOLMFES: Without any de-
finite announcement from the Chief Secre-
tary or the Government there was necessity
for Mr. Harris's amendmment. We now
have the Chief Seerelary’s assurance that
immediately the report is received Parlia-
ment will be called together to deal with
it. Knowing the Chief Secretary as I do,
T ean see no necessity to proceed further
with the amendment.

Hon. E, H. HARRIS: Ts it intended to
hold a special session, or will this one he
~arried on for the purpose?

The Chief Secretary: I cannot reply to
that question. Tt has never been discussed.

Hon. E. H. IARRIS: Tn view of the
statenient of the Chief Secretary, I wonld
be prepared to withdraw the proposed new
elause, T should like to know, however.
whether there will be a speeial zes=inn, and
whether Parliament wounld be called together
at an early date for that specific object.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: That does not
affect the Bill. Mr. Harris wanis to com-
pel the Government fo declare in the
“Gazette” the report of the Commissioners.
We have the Chief Sceretary’s assurance
to which T have already referred, Whether
the session is an ordinary one or a special
one does not affect the issne.

Hon. H. STEWART: The merit in the
amendment is that it makes a permanent
provision of the whole business. Were if
not that T micht endanger the fate of the
Bill. T should like to move an amendment
making it eompulsory that when more than
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three seats depart from their quota the
Chief Electoral Officer shali present a re-
port to I'arliament. The Act at present pro-
vides that he may so report. The sooner
that is made compulsory, the sovner shal!
we bave cleaner political representation.

The CHLIEF SECRETARY: The Aer of
1922 makes provision for autvmatic action.
Quoece the Redistribution of Seats Bill is
passed next year, in aceordance with that
Aet the Chief Elecloral Officer will act
fron time to fime when necessity demands.
There will then he an obligation on the
Government to introduce a Bill to carry the
veport into eflect.

The CHATRMAN: [ cannot allow any
further discussion on that point.

Hon, H. STEWART: Mr. Havris’s pro-
pusal alse provides for future cases.

The CHAIRMAN: 1 cannot allow any
further discussion on that point.

Hon. ¥. TI. HARRIS: With the consent
of the Conunittee, I shall withdraw the pro-
posed new elause,

Proposed new clause withdrawn.

Bili again reported without amendment
and the report adopted.

BILL—POOR PERSONS LEGAL
ASSISTANCE.

Second Reading.
Debate resnmed from the Gth December.

HON. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[456]: This Bill was cordially receivel
in another place, and I believe also had the
support of many members of the legal pro-
fession. No one ean deny the necessity for
giving assistanee to poor persons. It is in
accordance with the ideal referred to by Sir
Edward Parry, one of the English judges,
who said that the old English ideal in con-
nection with the subjeet of assistance to the
poor wag that *To no one will we sell; to
no one will we refuse or delay right or jus
tice!’ Tn commenting upon that he stated
that this ideal “ean only be maintained by
a race of advoeates who are ready to pla~e
their indement, independence, eloquence anid
eouragze at the service of their fellow citi-
zens, mnch as a doctor places his know-
ledge and experience at the service of

“ %?3
patienis of every degree.”’ We are well
aware of the example set by members of
tue medienl profession in giving their ser-
viess voluntarily and freely in assisting the
poor. Many instanees of that are found in
our own hespitals. That is a commendation
for any measure such as this. No one wishes
to see law suits multiplied. 1 think 1 ean
suy on behalf of the profession in this State
that there is a wmanifest endeavour ou their
part to bring parties together instead of
separating them and putting them further
apart. The measure dJoes more than
is provided in our rules at the pres-
ent time, but it ocenrred to me thai
what is provided for might have been
incorporated in our rules with good re-
sults, just as in England, There, the rules
relate to poor persons, and ave preseribed
hy the court without their being embodied
in an Act of Parlinment. T'nder the Bill
before ws it is proposed to appoint a publie
solicitor. That means the allocation of an-
other office, bui I believe the Government
are Aesirous of working in harmony with the
law Society. TIn the Qld Land all these
eases of poar persons are, in the first plaee,
referred to a law society.  There is the
Liaw Society in London and there are pro-
vineinl law soeieties throuchout England.
The Lord Chancellor approves of certnin
committees appointed hy the Taw Soecisty
amd when a poor person has a case, he sub
mils it to the society and obtains a ecerts
fieale from the soeciety or the committee. [F
the certifiente shows that he happens to be
deserving  in respect of the claim  made.
Machinery is provided under the rules of
the conrt and not by a special Act, as is
provided here. The law society would
necessarily require to be granted eertain
funds, and it ocenrred to me that it might
be much less expensive if the Government
were to allocate to the law soeiety here n
eertain sum from time to time to meet ex-
penses in connection with the carrying out
of rules which could be preseribed in the
same way as they are set ont by the Supreme
Court of England. A committee could be
elected and approved by the Chief Justice
and to that committee would be referred ap-
Plieations for assistance. I was somewhat
interested in veading an artiele written by
one of the Masters of the High Court of
England, Master Archibald, and published
in the “Tnternational Taw Notes” in April,
1916, some two vears after the beneficent
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rules were introduced in the High Court in
Lungland. This is what he wrote—

For many years KEngland was bhchind all the
other great civilised States of the world in the
matfer of afording facilities to poor persons
for bringing their claims before the Courts of
Jaw. But in 1914 a serious attempt was made
to remedy this state of things, and the Poor
Persong Rules were passed, and have now had
a fair trial. Notwithstanding the difficulties
cansed by the great European war, the result
has been cminently satisfactory, Legal re-
formers have Jong felt that it is disereditable
to any civilised people. particularly to a nation
with such great ideals as our own, if descrv-
ing and respectable persons are unable to have
their complaints aad gricvanees dealt with on
nccount of poverty. Many of these grievances
may be, in fact, based uwpon wrong ideas and
views. yet it is, we conceive, of great import-
ance that persons, however poor, who believe
themselves to be the vietims of injustice, should
have a proper opportunity of having their
cases inquired into and brought into court if
the inquiry justifies such action. A system
under which one litigant has to ineur expenses,
without the possibility of reeovering them from
the other is liable to do injustiee to the man
who ean pay, unless very carefully adminis-
tered, and sometimes to avoid expense a de-
fendant may pay money rather than fight o
pauper. Still, too much weight mnst not be
given to asscrtions of blackmail, as unsuccess-
ful defendants are very ready to give that ex-
cuge for the scttlement of pauper claims.

The author describes how the scheme works,
and be concludes by saying—

Tn the Chancery and King’s Bench Divi-
sions a very amali percentage of the applica-
tions have hitherto heen granted, the majority
heing imaginary claims. But amongst the
claims allowed there have been some consider-
ahle successes. In the Divorce Division more
than 1,000 orders have becn made, and a num-
her of the eases have alreadyv been auceessful,
whilst many are heing kept in suspense owing
to the war. The work done in the office of the
secretary, Mr. Hassard-Short, may be to some
oxtent measured by the faet that since the
Rules came inte force, and up to December,
1615, 22,518 letters have been received and
32,414 despatehed. There is a pathetic and
often homorous side to many of the appli-
cations, As might have heen expected, many
diffienlt peints have had to he dreided, and
sonie of the prospective litizants have not heen
casy to deal with, However, the practice has
now hegome fairly geltled, and the scheme has
worked without 2 hiteh,

We can realize that the volume of business
which would come hefore a body such as
that in the Old Country would be immensely
greater than would be the case here, and
T kope the Minister in replving will be able
to give an assurance to the House that the
Inw sneictv whore functions are of a very
high order indeed will be recognized in con-

[COUNCIL.)

nection: with the work to be carried out un-
der the Bill,

The Chief Secretary: T have already said
50,
Hon. J. NICHOLSON: In the cireum-
stances [ ennnol see the neerssity for ap-
pointing a public solicitor as is praposed.
T shall support the sceond rending.

{hnestion put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee,

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Clief
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 3—agreed to.

Clause 4-—Practitioners willing to assist
poor persons:

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I should like to
know by whom the practitioner who will be
appointed will he paid, and at what rate.

The CHIEY SECRETARY: I thought I
made it clear what the position would be.
We propose, if necessary, to appoint a pub-
lic solicitvr, but from what I am given to
understand (here will be no necessity to
make the appointment becanse the Law Soe-
iety have expressed their intention of ren-
dering assistance to the Government in every
possible way.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: 1 ean see quite a
large number of speculative actions arising.
A man may pub up a case against a person
of some importance, & person who has means,
The case will be taken up and prosecuted,
and the solicitor who acts for the poor per-
son, will take a chance of gctting costs out
of the other side.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Such things
are possible in every department of life. In
this case the Government intend to rely on
the promise of assistance made by the Law
Soeicty. The time may arrive when it may
be neeessary to appoint a publie solicitor,
but the appointment will not be made while
the Law Society are willing to render the
nssistanee they have offered.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: The Bill sets vut
that a list shall be kept of qualified prac-
titioners willing to inquire into and report
nnon the anplieations of poor persons for
leaal assistance and to act on behalf of such
poor persons for the fee or remmneration
preseribad, T want te know what this pre-
seribed fee ia to he. T ean see specenlative
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actions heing taken against people of means
in the boge of getting costs trom the vther
side. Speculative actions may be brought
Hgansg geputable etizeng who would bave
nu redress whatever.  From my experience
there will be enormuus crops of such actions.
Jt is impossibie to get to the Supreme Court
ot the most trumpery libel action for Jess
than £300 and many cases bave involved
£1,000 wr ELIG0. 1t has always paid to
suy to the solicitor, “What do you wapt?”
and the veply bhas been “Ten pounds for
myself and £5 for my client.”

Hon. J. J. Holmes: 1s that the usual
division®

Hon. A, LOVEKILN: I have settled libel
actions like that, and it pays to do so rather
than go to court. ‘e should tighten up
the measure so that such things cannot hap-
pen.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Much would
depend upon the qualificntions and the hon-
esty of the practitioner appointed to the
office of public solicitor. The provisions of
Clause 7 consiitute a complete answer to Mr.
Lovekin’s criticism. If the public solicitor
were dishonest and launched into cases that
offered no prospect of success, his removal
from the position would he a maiter of
course.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN : If the decision were
left to the publie solicitor, it would be all
right, but a poor person may consult an
ordinary practitioner. People that bring
such actions would nob hesitate to make
statutory declarations by the basketful. and
there is no penaliv for making a false de-
claration. Yet such a litigant might involve
a reputable eitizen in hundreds of pounds
of expense.

Hon. J. J. Holmes:
a penalty?

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: A substantial pen-
alty should be provided for making a false
declaration. The matter shounld be left to
the public solicitor withoui bringing in ont-
side practitioners If the solicitor chose to
appoint an agent tc act for him. he could
do so.

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATHLAIN: No
litigant wonld have power to approach &
praetitioner to discnss his ease. The ¢lause
merelv provides for the keeping of a list of
practitioners willing fo assist poor persons.
Clanse 7 safeguards the position in that
an application must be lodged with the Min-
ister who, with the punblic solicitor, wonld

Cannet we provide
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decide whether the litigant had a right to
legal assistance.

Hono . STEWART: The danger could
be guarded againsi by making it an offence
for a practitioner to do any of the things
mentioned by Mr. Lovekin.

Hon, J. NICHULSON: The clause eon-
templates the keeping of a list of prac-
Litioners willing to act,

Hon. H. Stewart: Should not they have
the approval of the Low Seciety?

The Chief Secretary: That is the inten-
tion.

Houn. J. NICHOLSON: I should like to
see it embodied in the Bill. If a prac-
titioner was guilty of wrong-doing, he would
he angwerable to the Law Society. The pub-
lie solicitor would be a servant of the Gov-
ernment. It is quite likely that there may
be claims by poor persons against the Gov-
ernment, say as to resumption of land or
claims against any depariment of the Gov-
ernment.

The Chief Seeretary: Such a person
wonld not he a poor person under the Bill.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Say the land was
worth £10 or £20, or even £30, and that it
represented the whole of the poor person’s
assets. Or he might have a claim against
a Government deparitment in respect of an
accident. The public solicitor, if not too
busily engaged on claims of poor persons,
might be dealing with elaims made against
ancther department of the Government, and
if such elaims included a elaim by the poor
person he would then be placed in & some-
what ronflicting position. The solicitor
should not be placed in that position.
Therefore I would prefer a solicitor not
subject to the Government, buat eontrolled
by a soeciety approved by the Chief Justice.
At Home the necessary certificate must he
siemed hy two lecal practitioners presenf at
the preliminary investigation. The person
who iz to be assiened counsel must not he
worth more than £50 exclusive of wearing
apparel. Then the society would assign
a splicitor on the list, at the low fees pre-
seribed. Tn the rules of the English Hich
Court a great safeguard is provided, as fol-
lowg:—

Execent as nrovided hy this order, no enlici-
tor or comncel ghall tnke or apgree to take or
serk to obtsin anv mayment, fee. wenfit or
reward for the conduet nf the proceedines. ar
for ant-of-porket or offire exnenaes, u#nd anv

golisitor or eounsel go doing ehall be guilty of
contempt of eourt,
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1t would be wise to embody a similar pro-
vision in this Bill. The English rule con-
tinles—

If any such payment, fee, profit or reward
shall he made, given, or promised, the certifi-
cate may be erdered to be taken off the file, in
which cas: the poor person sball not after-
wards be admitted in the same proceedings as
a poor person unless otherwise ordered.

Subelavse 5 of Clause 6 reads—

Nothing in this Act shall affect the powers
of the judges or of any of them to make, alter
or revoke any rules of court relating to pro-
ceedings in forma  pauperis: Provided that
nothing in any rules of court so made, altered
or rcvoked, shall be incongistent with auy pro-
visiong of this Act, and that where any exist-
ingr rulcs or rules of court arc inconsistent with
aay provision of this Aect, sueh provision shall
prevail,

1f the court were to pass a regulation deal-
ing with & matter similar to that, it might
be held to be inconsistent with the pro-
visions of the Bill, Therefore the Bill
should embody such a provision as I have
quoted. There is no use in pulting tempta-
tion in people’s way.

The CHIEF SECRETARY:

That the consideration of the clauze be post-
poned.

1 move—

Motion pui and passed.

Clause 5—ngreed to.

Clanse 6—Legal aid for persons in ¢ivil
actions and matrimonial eauses:

Hon. A. LOVEKIN:  Should not this
clause also be postponed?

The CHIEF SECRETARY:

That the eonsideration of the clause be post-
poned.

I move—

Motion put and passed.
Clause T—Application for legal aid:

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: What is meant
by the reference to nui receiving the basie
wage for the previons 12 months? Does
that inean the 12 wounths mmediately pre-
ceding the application for legal aid, or the
12 months of the last determination of the
hasie waze by the conrt 7 Through for-
feitine the hasie wage for two weeks, the
equivalent of ahont £10, a perzon might ob-
tain legal aid worth £50.

The CHTET SECRETARY: No matter
what the position in life an applieant for
Ingzal aifd nceupies, in order to make a sue-
erseful anrlication he must not have earnad
the hasie wagze for the preceding 12 months.

[COUNCIL.]

There may be different bazic wages under
the Bill, and in that cose the amount
tor the year would be calculated.

Hon, A, LOVEKIX: Is it intended that
a4 person who has received the amouni of
the basic wage for the previous vear shall
not eome under the Bill?

The Chief Sceretary: There is u speeial
provision as to that at the end,

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 8 to 13—agreed to.
Postponed Clanse 4:

Hon, A, LOVEKIN: Before the Chief
Secretary proceeds to deal with postponed
Clause 4, T would ask him to report
progress, and, in the interval, to have a
clause drafted that will provide for a pen-
alty to be imposed upon any person making
a false declaration.

The Chief Secretary:
ready. .

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: But that ts not
enough. There may be instances of a per-
gon being involved in a loss of thousands
of pounds merely becanse a man has made
# false declaration.

There is one al-

Progress reported.

BILL—APPROPRIATION.

Received from the Azsembly and read a
firsi time.

BILL—LARKE GRACE-KARLGARIN
RATILWAY.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEY SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central) [5.50] in moving the see-
ond reading snid: Although the report of
the Railway Advisory Board on the Lake
Grnce-Karlgarin line was presented to Par-
liament in 1026, a decision on the question
ol vonstruction was delaved owing to an
rnnsual ceemrrence, A committee appointed
hy the Government to infuire into the prob-
ahle routes of main trink lines led the Gov-
ernment to hesitate in coming o a conclu-
sinn on the whole question. Cabinet, after
mature deliberation, has now decided to
act on the recommendation of the Railway
‘dvisare Board, and the Rill emhodies the
wropasal of that body.  The ‘hoard's
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report stated that, with the assistance
of local organisations, they had in-
speeted the Narlgarin, Jilakin and Nortl
Newdegate districts with & view to reporting
on the hest weans of providing railway
facilities for the countrv east of Weondinin
and Kulin.  The hoard, fortitied by statistics,
point out that ronsiderable (development is
taking jJace in the newly seitled districts
east of Kondinin and in older districts in
that area.  Thev say there is -ettlement for
nver 40 miles out Ceom the vailway, and they
suprort an extension of the line for apprexi-
mately 54 miles out from Take Grace. Some
differenee of opinion exists locally as to
which ronte should he taken, but this nvpeet

does not eoncern the people of Kadearin.

where there is the main settlement. They
do not care which route is decided upon so
long as they are provided with railway facili-
ties. Tn their report the board state that
a line running eastward from Kondinin for
a distance of about 34 miles would serve an
avea of about 502,000 acres. Of this, abont
96,000 acres are alienated. Tt would, how-
ever, leave unserved shout 224,000 aeres in
the Jilakin district, of which about 62,000
aeres are alienated and under cultivation.
On the other hand, a line running north-
easterly from Lake Grace to a point east of
Kondinin and thenece to a point ahout 34
miles east of that eentre, a total distanee of
ahout 52 miles, would serve an avea of
ahout 726,000 acres. of which about 138,000
neres are alienated, and would at the =ame
time serve both the Karlearin and Jilakin
seftlers. On receipt of the report of the
committee which dealt with main trunk lines.
the report on this railway was referred back
to the Railway Advisory Board for further
consideration. As a result of forther review.
with all the facts and arguments of the com-
mittec before them, a majority of the board
still adhered io their first recommendation.
They point ount, in their second report, that
in view of the large amount of settlement in
the Jilakin and Karlgarin areas, a railway
to serve these distriets is essential. To do
this most effectively, they recommend that
the line be constructed from Lake Grace
northwards about 50 miles to a point aboul
235 miles east of Kondinin. In the course of
their report they state it will be necessary in
the near fulure to extend this line so that it
may junction with the main line at Sonthern
Cross. The clas ification of the eountry be-
tween Lake Grace and Sounthern Cross has
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coinmenced, and there is already evidence of
the existence of a large area of country snit-
able for settlement. One satisfactory aspect
of the hoard’s report is that they consider
the eonstruetion of this line will not affect
the proposal fo build a line from Kondinin
to Salmon Gums, should such a line prove,
at a later date, to be justified. Tt is pleasine
to the Government to think that the proposal
contained in the Bill will not mar the scheme
for the provision of a trunk line to conneei
Kondinin with Corrigin, with the ebjeet of
giving eloser access to the nearest port. So
far, no decision has been arrived at as to the
wetrht of rails to be used in this line. That
phase is now under consideration. The en
gineers aim at a roling grade of one in 8t
whila a 20-chain minimum radius of enrves
is eonfemplated. The length of the line will
he samethine like 54 miles, and (he estimated
cost with 45-1b. rails will he approximately
£3.700 per mile, or a total of £200,000. 1f
60.dh. rails are used, the eost should he £4,300
per mile, or a total of £232000. Though
miven a definite promise of railway eommuni-
ention when they tork np theiv land, some of
the settlers, who will be served by the line,
have heen for vears without the necessary
lacilities, and are earting as far as 40 miles.
The Government feel that they ave under an
oblicaticn to redeem a pledge ziven to these
people, and have therefore decided to adont
the recommendation of the majoritv of the
Ratlway Advisory Board. and submit to Par-
lininent the proposal embodied in this men-
enre. T move—

Thai the Bill be naw read a second time.

HON. J. J. HOLMES (North) [558]: I
do not raise any ohjection to the building
of railways for the development of agricul-
tural areas, provided the railways are to be
huilt in the immediate future. On the other
hand, T do objeet to railway proposals be-
ing submitted to us that, in my opinion, ean
have only one result, and that is to mislead
settlers in a particular loeality. If I remem-
her aright there is an honourable under-
standing that railways shall be built in the
order of preference. That is to say, the rail-
way first authorised shall be the first to be
constructed. So far as I know, that policy
has not been departed from, nor is it likely
to be.

Hon. H. Stewari: It has been departed
from in recent years.
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Hon, J. J. HOLMES: But not to any
great extent. The report of the Commis-
sioner of Railways for the year ended the
30th June, 1928, shows that the approximate
length of railways authorised and under
construction, but not completed, is 152%
miles, while the railways authorised by Par-
liament, but not yet commenced, represent
a total length of 459 miles, making a total
length of 61134 miles of railway. To con-
struct what is already authorised, to use the
Minister’s own figures, will cost 214 million
pounds hefore we get on to construetion
of this railway at all. 1 am entirely in
favour of bunilding railways to open up the
country, but I am entirely opposed to put-
ting up railway Bills to finanee npon. That,
T think, is what it amounis to. So far as T
can judge, the money has been borrowed to
build those railways. There are under
construction the Albany-Denmark extension,
35 miles; the Amery Northwards line, GV
miles; the Lake Brown-Bullfinch line, 5014
miles; or a total of 15214 miles.
Then there are railways authorised by
Parliament but not commenced on the
30th June, 1928—ihe Yarramony Eastward
Tine, 85 miles; the Brookton-Dale River line,
27 miles; the Bridgetown-Jarnadup exten-
sion, 28 miles; the Boyup Brook-Cranbrook
line, 95 miles; the Manjimup-Mi. Barker
line, 107 miles; the Leighton-Robb’s Jetty
line, 4%5 miles; and the Meekatharra-Wil-
una line, 113 miles, or a grand total of
61134 miles. Those railways have been au-
thorised and, as far as T ean jndze, the
money has been borrowed with which to eon-
strnet them, but has been used for other
purposes. We have used six millions of
money to pay revenue accounts, to square
the deficit. Where did we get it? We hor-
rowed it, presnmahly to build works, Rui
we did not carry out thosze works. This rail-
way will never be built unti! those author-
ised railways are constrmeted. So the only
advantage of the Bill will be to enable the
Government to include the railway in the
loan schedule fo horrow money on it to build
the other railways already anthorised. That
in what T nbjeet to. T do nat object to the
building of railwavs, but T do not object to
putting np to the public a propnsal when
there is no hope of the railway being huilt
for some years to eome. Let me point out
what happened in the early days of the Mit-
chell Government. There was a proposal fo

[COUNCILL.]

construet a railway from Depmark to Pem-
berton, a very big undertaking. It was op-
posed in this House, and ultimately a com-
promise was arrived at. 1 claimed there
was no necessity to authorise the building of
the whele of the railway, beeanse Denmark
was connected with the port of Albany while
Pemberton was conneeted with the port of
Bunbury. I wnrged that the right course to
pursne  was to grant auathority 1o
construct so many miles from the Pember-
ton end south, and so many miles from the
Dennark  end nocth, rather than tying up
the country 1o the whole seheme, which
would prevent needed railways being con-
slrneted in other distriets. Ultimately that
was agreed to. But even in that case the pro-
posal put up to Parliament was not ad-
hered to. That was to be a new departure
altogether. TFhev were to build the rail-
ways first, clear the land, bring out setflers
from the Old Country and put them on the
cleared land. Instead of {ying up the coun-
trv to the whole of that proposed expendi-
ture, to the exclusion of railways in other
distriets, ultimately this House insisted upon
the line being built in sections. The Min-
ister, in moving the sceond reading of this
Bill, said the Advisory Board considered the
construction of the railway urgent.

Hon, H. Stewart:
a long time.

Hon. .J. J. HOLMES: I admit it. But
what the Advisory Board consider, and
what the country is in a position to carry
out, are two entirvely different things. This
country is committed to the completion of
611 miles of railway before this urgent
work can be commeneed. Tt is all due to the
wrongs of the past. T do not know that
this Government are any worse than any
otlier Govermment in that respect. But this is
what wss happening, and we are now reach-
ing a dead-end, for we have 611 miles of
railway authorised and we have to build
them. Yet we are to anthorise another rail-
way in order to get the money in, not to
build this particular railway, but to build
those lines already authorised. Tn view of
that T eannot see, even if the railway is au-
thorisad, when the deservingsettlers are going
to get the railway that evervbody considers
urgent. The Minister told us those settlers
are without means of eommunication and
have fo eart their wheat 40 mi'es. On pre-
sent prices they cannot eart wheat 40 miles

Tt has been urgent for
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al o predit. 1 L could see any hope of their
getting  the railway within the next five
years 1 would consider it some justification
for supportine the Rill. But ean the Min
ister aw~-ure us that they are going to
abandon an henonrable understanding and
cut out 45944 miles of railway already au-
thorised but not vet eommeneed

Hon. E. H. Hwris: Cut out Wiluna!
They are not prepared to do that.

Hon. 4. J. HOLMES: And construet this
urgent railway to serve settlers who have to
cart 40 aniles, the yailway which the advisory
hoard consider urzent and which we all ad-
mit to be urgent? Wil| the Minister assure
us that this railway will be gone on with to
the excinsion of the others? Tf£ not, wa come
back to the fact that we are authorising a
railway, not to be built, but for the Govern-
ment to finance upon in order to build rail-
ways nlveady authorised. T do not knew
that T ean he a parvty fo such a proposition.

HON. H STEWART (Sonth-Easi
[6.107: There can be no doubt this line
will be built tong before Mr. Holmes seems
to expect. The settlers there nre ecarting,
not merely 40 miles, but actvally 50 miles.
Thev were promised the Bill two sessious
ago. Indeed, it was introdoced, but was
withdrawn heeause of the alternative pro-
posals of the Bngineer-in-Chief. Not only
is this line going to relieve the settlers in
this district, but it will be the beeinning of
a developmental line going towards South-
ern Cross which will open up a very large
nrea of enod agrienltural country south-
west of Southern Cross, namelv TForres-
tonia. o eountry that will be highlv pro-
duetive of wheat. Already it has been sub-
divided and elassified. Last May in Forres-
tonia there were subdivisions representing
over 400 farms. And this is only the he-
cinnine of a seheme for developing a eonn-
try that is altomether heyond question. T
knnw the eonntre, for T have heen out there
with the Migration and Nevelopment Com-
micsinn. T aincerely hane this ra’lwav will
be built s7ithin a reasonable timn. for the set-
tlers tn he served by it have henn treated
verv horshlv, T gm rather samomine that
thiz rathway will be started within the next
12 months.

Fon T M Harris:
think that?

Hon H. CPTWART: T am not enine ta tefl
the hon. memher. TIn this list of railwavs

That makes von
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under construction aud prejecied, and in
the Jist of railways thai have been com-
pleted, there are some to which I wish to
refer. For it was in_relation o some of
these lines that the principle was departs:i
from of huilding railways in the order in
which they were authorised by Parliament.
The Salmen Gums-Norseman line was one
in the building of which this principle was
violated. The northern portion of that line
did not lend to direct additional develop-
ment, and the country it served has not by
any means been proved tv be safe rainfall
wheat country. Yet all the while the set-
tlers to be served by the railway Bill now
hefore us were carting wheat 50 miles. An-
other line that has hieen eonstructed out of
ite order is the Ejanding Northwards rail-
way, and 1 believe there is in that same
Ejanding country another extension being
constrieted out of its order of authorisa-
tion. The same can be said of the Lake
Brown-Bullfinch line. Those two lines have
been taken out of their order because thev
promised to provide a direct revenue, How-
ever, [ cannot refrain from protesting
agninst the delay that has taken place in
the eonstruection of the Denmark-Nornalup
raillway and against the delay in start-
ing the Bovup Brook-Cranbroock line, the
Manjimup-Mount Barker line and the
Rronkton-Nale River line. T will support
the Bill. for it is long overdne.

Sitting susprnded from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [7.30]): The
introduetion of this Bill not only meets
with my approbation but I am sure that of
vourself, Sir, and Mr. Williams. There is
no need to debate it from the point of view
that it is likely to be defeated. Its fate ecan-
not be in dopbt. No railway Bill that T
know of has heen more justified than this
one. Some seven years ago a railway was
promised to the Karlgarin settlers. Upon
that promise the Agrieultural Bank ex-
ceeded their policy, and advanced il
Joans un to 33 miles from the existing rail-
way. The land beinz zood, the seasons fav-
onrable, and the settlers the best of all, the
bank has never heen in douht abort its se-
enrity, Tt has heen said over and over
aeain in this Chamber that settlers have
bean cartine up to 45 miles into Karlearin
and over an average distance nf about 27
miles. Kondinin held the record last season



2380

as  wheat-receiving station, and it is safe
to say that half that product ecame from
the Karlgarin district. Two years ago the
Promier received a deputation and prom-
1sed to build a line if the report of the
Advisory Board was favourable. He said he
would put £10,000 on the Loan Estimates,
and this he was good enough to do. Un-
fortunately, the Lngincer-in-Chief put for-
ward the Salmon Gume-Karlgarin-Brookton-
lon-Armadale projeet and this prevented the
introduetion of the Bill promised by the
Premier. The settlers affected absolved him
from all blame. It is unfortunate that
the Stileman proposal should have hung up
the introduetion of this Bill, inasmuch us
both lines are justiied an:d both will even-
tually be buill. This line however, was and
is reqnired urgently, wheveas the other is
not. The proposal to run from Lake Graee
was originally recommended by three ment-
bers of the Advisory Board. One member
then withdrew his approval, and it received
the contintted support of the other two. it
has been the subject of three committees,
ineluding a special eommittee, but the con-
rensus of opinion every time has been to

stick to the orizinn]l route. The pro-
posed line rtuns through the South-
Tast and the South Provinces and

serves almost as many in the one as in
the other. The Jilakin settlers for ten years
have been carting up to 35 miles. The Stile-
man railway would have served the Karl-
garin settlers as well as this proposed rail-
way, but be it said to their eredit they offered
no opinion either way. They were convinced
that for many years to come the T.ake Grace-
Karlgarin railway would serve more seitlers
than the proposed Stileman railwav. Tt was
only a fair thing that the settlers east of
Jilakin should have the railway communiea-
tion they had been askine for and s« loae
needed. Tf ever a body of sef'lrs have
played the game, it is these Karlgarin settlers.
The Chief Secretary said it was pronnsed to
continne this line northward to Southern
Cross, and that ¢he land north of Warlearin
and south of Sonthern Cross was beinz clas-
sified. Enough locations have alreadv heen
allotted by the land hoard north of Karlearin
to justify the proposed extension. Tn the
vieinity of 200 blocks are afreadv held.
There is also sefilement east of Narembeen
which the proposed extension wonld serve,
and which must of neeessity come. Thiz Tine
will be a payable proposition from the starf.

[COUNCIL.]

There is enough seitlement and enoug pro-
duction to make the line one of the most
payable in the Stote. That is another justi-
fieation for its construction. The Chief Sce-
retary said it would not inierfere witn the
proposed Stileman railway. Of course that
i5 so. 1 am eertain that, in addition 1o the
Lake Grace-Karlzarin railway, and the ex-
tention north to Southern (‘voss, there must
be another line almost parallel and joining
it somewhere near Mt. Hawmpton, to serve
about 400 bloeks whieh have been thrown
open, many of which have been occupied.
The Stileman railway was intended to he a
strategic line in order to take the traitie on
the north and south. and ent it in twn an the
centre.  That is what the line will eventualiv
be. Mr, Holmes said he had no ohiection 1o
huilding railways for developmental puor
poses provided they were huilt without delay.
There is everv rea-on why this line shonld he
huilt without a day’s delay.

Hon. J. J. Holnes: T want you to wet
the railway but T eannot see how you will
zet it

Hon, J. CORNELL: Outside the incon-
venienee which settlers have been suffering
for years, there is the faet that the line will
pay from its inception. Settlers for the last
10 ar 12 vears liave been opening up and de-
veloping that part of the country until it i-
on practically all-fours with anv other nport
of the wheat belt. It has been proved con-
clusively that for rapid development, and
for almost immediate returns, we eannot go
far wrong in bnilding railways through onr
wheat areas. There is a great difference be-
tween such a line and one in the South-West.
Part of the South-West cannot be reprodue-
tive for a number of years, and though rail-
ways there may he )justified, some time must
elapse before they become payable. The re-
versa is the ease in the wheat helt. Railwavs
there will be Lie means of absorbing migrants,
and will pay almost from the start, and by
developing the State will assist later in the
more rapid construction of railwavs that
eannot pay for some time after they are com-
pleted. Mr. Holmes is fearful ahout the
recagnised rule that railways should he built
in the order of their anthorisation. This had
its origin in the Esperance railway, which
had remained for long in abevanee.  Both
Pouses earried a resolution to the effect
that ratlwavs shonld he built in the order in
which they had been authorized, so that there
should he some assurance ahout the construe-
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tivn of the Esperance line. I never have
been one of those who was hard and fast for
the construction of railways in the order of
their authorisation., Over (be years Hills
have been brought down and passed for rail-
ways that were not so urgent as those which
were passed later, and yet because of that
rule it is said that the more urgently required
railways must wait until nthers not so badly
needed have heen built. The procedure of
construeting railway lines in the crder of
aunthorisation lhus been departed from in the
cases of the Norsemau-Salmon Gums, Ejand-
mg northwards and, T understand, the line
authorised this session to Kulja, because the
plant happens to be on the spnt. The de-
parture also applies to the Fuake Brown-
Bullfineh line us well as thai from Lake
Grace to Newdegate. I do not think one
hon. member in this House or another place
can advance a logical argument against the
justification for the construction of these
railways. At anv rate, the resnlts will speak
for themselves. The Newdegate line proved
a paying proposition from the start. The
Ejanding northward line will also pay from
the commencement as also will the Lake
Rrown to Bullfinch project. The Norseman.
Salmon Gums railway was a eonnccting link,
and irrespective of all the agitation that took
place along the years in favour of the con-
struetion heginning from Kalgoorlie or Cool-
vardie to Esperance, the line was justified,
even if it earried nothing through the dis-
triet in whieh it runs, beennse it meant that
the development of ihe Esperance distriet
with a dead-end railway from Esperance to
Salmon Gums was not an economic¢ proposi-
tion. In faet it might have been classed as
uneconomic as the growing of wheat in the
Ravensthorpe district where the freight
charges on wheat amounted to 1134d. per
bushel. The construction had to begin from
Kalroorlie or Cooleardie to make it part and
parcel of the working railways, and provide
the service to which the settlers were entitled,
a service that wonld enable them to get their
super, machinery and other requisites with
some degree of certainty over the main trunk
svstem. I aceept Mr. Stewart’s remarks in
the spirit in which they were made, but T
desire to correct him to some extent. Tt is
wrone to say that there is no deecent arable
land within hail of the Norseman-Salmon
Gums railway. There is the Dowak area
which is settled, There is also Kumarl. and
that area goes almost up to McPherzon
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Rocks. If Sir James Mitchell is any
authority—some people say he is and
some say he is not, but 1 think taking
him by and large or for all in all be is a
fair judge—his judgment, though it may
take some time to mature, generally comes
out pretty correetly, Sir James Mitchell’s
opinion is that the land north of Dowak
to MuacPherson Rocks will grow more wheat
than the land from below Circle Valley to
Espurance, I am inclined to agree with him.
There i3 no guestion whatever about the
ynality of the soil on that area. Hon. mem-
bers have onlv to refer to the elassifications
of the 900 or 1,000 farms that have been
allotted by the Land Board in the last eight
months {o find that taking bloek for block
the Wumari loeation classifications contamn
per sclection more first-class land than any
other with the exception perbhaps of Dulyal-
bin Sheet 1. locaiions, There is nothing
wrong with the land and there is no reason
lo fear about its produclivity.

The PRESIDENT: 1 remind the hon.
member that the Bill before the House re-
fers only o the proposed railway between
Lake Grace and Karlgarin,

Hon. J. CORNELL: T was replying io
Mr. Stewart who hnd said that there wuas
very little good land between Salmon Gums
nnd Norseman. 1 also desire to correct
Mr. Stewart's statement that the line going
north would touch Forresiania. It will not
do anything of the sort; another line will
have to run south to touch Forrestania be-
cause that district is 50 iniles east of Karl-
wgarin. 1| wish to express my pleasure and
I think I ean express yours also, Mr. Presi-
dent, at the introduetion of the Bill. 1 com-
mend it to hon. members and I feel sure
that when hoth Houses have agreed to the
construction of the railway those people who
will he served will not he unmindful of what
bas been done for them and their confidenca
will be restored in our Parliamentary insti-
tation and in Parliomentarians themselves.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—~Central-~in reply) [7.53]: 1In his
opening remarks Mr. Flolines stated that he
nbiected to railway proposals that were
likety to mislead the people in the loeality
it was intended to serve and in a humorous
way he indicated that the Government pro-
posed to include the Karlzarin line in a
futnre Loan Bill so as to influence the Brit-
ish money fender to supply the funds,
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Hon. J. J. Hoiwes:
authorised railways.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: Mine is a
liberal interpretation of the hon. member’s
remarks. I am not so well acquainted with
the intrieacies of finance as the hon. member
bas proved himself to be, but suppose an
effort were made to influence the British
money Jender on the basis of the Karlgarin
railway
Hon. J. J. Holmes: I did not say that.
The CHILEEF SECRETARY: And the
Government utilised the money for the cou-
struction of another line, what harm would
be done? The very fact that we are intvo-
ducing this measure now would mean that
the project would come up for consideration
at a later stage and perhaps the money
raised for the building of another line
would be used for the construction of the
Karlgarin railway. Thus in the end every-
thing would come right. I intended to re-
fer to the Norseman railway in reply to Mr.
Stewart’s remarks, but Mr. Cornell has ably
dealt with the position. In fact, he went so
far that he was obliged to divert his thoughts
in other directions. I wm given to under-
stand it is a recognised rule that as the
result of a motion carried in this Fouse,
ratlways must be built in the order of their
authorisation, That rule, however, has not
been observed by the present Gevernment.
Each railway has been considered on its
merits, the particnlar ecircumstances of the
seltlers in the locality to be served, the
nnber of settlers, their produection—all
these matters have been taken into consid-
crafion, and I do not think therc has heen
a single public protest against the deeisions
arvived at.  There has been a little eriticism
in the House, but T think that even those
who indulged in the criticism recognised
that the Government acled in good faith
and did what they considered best in the in-
terests of the settlers and of the State.

In ovder to build

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chicf
Seeretary in charge of the Bill

Clauses 1 to 8, Schedule—agreed to.
Title:

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: In view of what
tranepired in the House this afternoon, 1

| COUNCIL.]

do uot know that the Title is in order. I
suggest thai the word “immediate” be in-
serted before “‘construetion,” and that will
swing into line with the utterances of the
Chief Secreiary and other wmembers who
bave spoken.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

BILL—COAL MINES REGULATION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
W, H. Kitson—Wes{) [8.0] in moving the
second reading said: The Bill is brought
forward to amend the Coal Mines Regula-
tion Act of 1902-26 with the object of ap-
plyiag the provisions of the Mines Regula-
tions Act of 1915 to the inspection of coal
mines. The principal Aet provides for the
appointment of inspectors of ecoal mines,
while the Mines Regulation Aect of 1915
provides for other inspectors known as
special inspectors and workmen’s inspeetors.
Those are the provisions that it is desired to
embody in the Coal Mines Regulation Act. In
order to simplify the procedure, it is proposed
to repeal Sections 36 and 37 of the prineipal
Aect, Section 36 dealing with the appoint-
ment of inspectors of mines and Section 37
dealing with the powers of inspectors. The
Mines Regulation Act, which was amended
in 1915 and which provided for the appoint-
ment of workmen’s and special inspectors,
has proved very satisfactory and, as a re-
sult of our experience in the gold mines, it is
eonsidered that the same provision should
apply to the coal mines. The various clanses
of the Bill will give effect to that desire, and
as they in the main are framed with the ob-
jeet of applying the provision of the Mines
Regulation Act to eoal mines, I do not pro-
pose to enter into any detail except to say
that at present only one class of inspector
is provided for in coal mines, whereas under
the Bill there will be three classes—special
inspectors, departmental inspectors and
workmen’s inspectors, The duty of the speecinl
inspector will be, if the oceasion should
arise—it is not anticipated that it will arise
very often—to make special inquiry from a
technical or stientific point of veiw., For in-
stance, it may be considered desirable to



{12 Decemben, 1928.]

make an inquiry into the electrical appli-
ances used in a mine, or gome special circum-
stances may arise necessitating examination
by an expert in that particular line. The
departmental inspector will be the inspector
appointed at present and his duties will be
the same, while the workmen's inspeetor will
take the place of the check inspectors who
are appointed by the workers employed in
the mine.

Hon. E. H, Hairris: Will he wndergo an
examination as the other inspectors do?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Not
necessarily,. He will be appointed by the
workers. In the eoal mines at present there
are a considerable number of men quite
qualified to take the position of inspector,
as they hold first and second eclass certifi-
cates which entitle them, if the opportunity
oceurred, to take the position of manager of
a mine. The workmen’s inspector will not
be a full-time inspector; he will approxi-
mate half time. The appointment of a
workmen’s inspector is something that the
eoal miners have been advoecating for a good
many years, and it is considered desirable
that we should provide for the appointment.
Those are the only features that call for any
comment. The various elauses of the Bill
will be found to fit in with what T bave de-
scribed. We are trying to apply to the
coalmining nreas of the State the con-
ditions that have applied to the gold mines
for a good number of years. I move—

That the Bill he now read a second time.

HON. H. STEWART (South-East)
[8.6): The only reason the Honorary Min-
ister gave for the Bill is that it will make
our coal mines legislation follow the lines
of the Mines Regnlation Act of 1915, There
is a prineiple in the Rill that is unnecessary
and I consider it is not a right one. In
mining nperations it is necesary that there
should be efficient inspection of the work-
ings to protect life and limb as well as pro-
perty. Tor that pnrpose Government in-
spertors are appointed—men qualified by
experience. knowledee and examination to
fill the position. Those men oneenpy an in-
dependent position and they have a doty
to perform both to the men and {o the min-
ing companv. In no other State in which
T have worked, nor in the Dominion of
Santh Afrira, were there workmen’s inspec-
tors. T have not activelv manazed a mine
a3 general manager ar mine manager sinee
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1909; still, I hold a first-class certificate of
competency as a mine manager, and I know
that neither in Tasmania, Vietoria, New
Soutk Wales nor the Duowinion of South
Africa, where I followed my profession, were
workmen’s inspectors necessary or in op-
eration. I consider there is no necessity
for them if we have a Government inspec-
tor. Apparently they have heen appointed
in connection with the metal mines, and it
is now sought to appoint them for eonl
mines.  The Honorary Minister said pro-
vision, was made for the appointment of
workmen's inspectors in 1915, If so, that
would account for my not having ob-
Jected to the prineiple, as I was not
returned to Parliament until 1917, T
we employ workmen’s inspectors in ovder
to see that the Government inspectors do
their work, the work being to ensure that
the mines are safe and that the laws are
properly observed, we may as well employ
workmen’s inspectors in comnection with
factories. Tt would also be just as logical
to appoint farmers’ inspectors to see that
the inspectors of the Agricultural Bank did
their work. There is no reason to follow
what T consider was a bad precedent es-
tablished in connection with the metal min-
ing industry, and make it apply to the coal
mines,

Hon. V. Hamersley:
workmen’s inspectors?

Hon. H. STEWART:
of who will pay them.

Hon. V. Hamersley:
ernment officials?

Hon. H. STEWART: If the inspectors
of mines in any distriet are not competent
to do their work, or are not doing their
work, or if there are insufficient inspectors
to dn the wark, there is something wrong
with the administration. I see no necessity
for donble-banking by bringing into opera-
tion other inspectors, even though they may
have the confidence of their fellows and be
campetent within eertain limitations. There
is no oecasion to have two elasses of inspec-
tors doine the work of one man. T shall re-
emire  hetter reasone  for the Bill hefore
T ean support it.  Consequently T have
given nntice of amendments whieh will
mean striking out the provision for work-
men’s inspectors and leaving provisjon for
departmental and speecinl insoeetors. Special
inenectnrs eanld be annninted from time to
time to inqnire into partienlar phases such

Who will pay the
It is not a matter

Will they be Gov-
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as fire-damp, explosions and acecidents. If
the Government desired and the necessity
arose, they could send elsewhere for a man
with special gualifications to make such an
nfuiry, and there is no objection to pro-
vision being made in the Bill for the ap-
pointment of such inspectors.

HON. J. J. HOLMES (North) [814]: I
entirely agree with Mr. Stewart. It is re-
cognised right through life that if we have
two men doing one man’s work, the result
is never satisfactorv. That is the experi-
ence everywhere. The work is shifted from
one man to the other. One of them con-
siders he bhas done enonch and that the
other should do a hit, and so trouble arises.
Tt is possible to get one man to do the work
of two men for a while, provided he works
at top pressure, but it is not possible io
zet two men to do the work of one man
satisfactorily. We have departmental in-
spectors and, if technical knowledge is re-
«quired, there 1s provision to appoint
speeial  inspectors for the ecal mines.
Following on that i3 the workmen’s inspector,
who we are told is to he on half-time. We
are not told—though it does not matter mueh
~=-whether he is to he on full nay for half-
time, or whether he is to be paid hv the State
or hy the workmen. The workmen’s inspector
on half-time. if he were not very useful on
a ming, would periodically he of some nse to
some oreanisation. That is something which
T dn not think we should allow to creep into
a Bill like this. Therefore T shall move in
the direction, or support action in the diree-
tion. of striking out the workmen’s inspector
clause.

On motion hy Hon. J. Ewing, debate ad-
jonrned.

BILL—MUNICIPAL AND ROAD
DISTRICTS ELECTORAL.

Srcond Reading—Amendment {siz month:}
carried,

Tiehate resuined from the 6th Deecember on
the second reading, and on the amendment
moved hy Hon. A. Lovekin “That the word
‘now’ he struck ou} and ‘this day six months’
added to the motion.”

HON. G, FRASER (West) [817]: I
hope the amendment will not be earried.
Very fow arguments have been used against

[COUNCIL.)

the Bill or for the amendment., $So far the
main feature of the debate has been a desire
to retain plural voting. It has been urged
that a person whe pays more rates has a

ereater interest in the munieipality, That
contention does not strike me as sound. Mr.

Holmes, I understand, has property in the
TFremantle district and pays eertain rates on
it. I believe that in some wards he would
have two votes, or at all events that in the
district he would have nore than one vote.
Alv. Steplienson, I helieve, is in the same
position.

Hon. H. A. Stephenson: Unfortunately.

Hon. G. FRASER: I think Mr. Stephen-
son would be entitled to two votes. No one
here would eontend, T think, that either Mr.
Tloimes o Mr. Stephenson has a greater
interest in the Fremantle district than T have
To take it a litile further, the propertics
which those gent]enien own in the Fremantle
distriet are a mere hagatelle to them, whoreas
my property in the distriet represents all my
worldly possessions, Mr. Holmes and Mr.
Stephenson are, however, entitled to twice as
many votes as [ am. Yet what I have de-
seribed is the only argument in favour of
plural voting.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: T think my tenants
have all the votes in the Fremantle distriet.

Hon. G. FRASER: In that case they are
[ rtunate. All tenants do not enjoy the same
privilege.

Members: [t is their own fault.

Hon. G. FRASER: That may seem so to
hon. members interjecting.  Ilowever, in
many cases it is not so. In Fremantle there
is mueh vacant land, the owners of which
have held it for vears, not in the intevests of
the municipality, but purely in their own
interestz. Indeed, the land has been held to
the detriment of the town. Any hon, member
who cares to visit Fremantle can sce that for
himself. The land is held for speenlative
purposes. Yet sueh people are given twice
as many votes as the person who has all his
interests in the municipality. To me that
scems utterly wrong. Still, it represents the
only argument against plural voting. 1 hope
that the amendment will be defeated and that
the Bill will be carried.

HON. E. H. HARRIS ({North-East}
{8.21]1: T hope the amendment will nof he
carried. The Bill should be read a second
time after the people who helieve in its prin-
ciple have applied that prineiple to their
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own domestic affairs. The Municipal Cor-
purations Aet provides that property within
a municipality shall be rated, and that on
the basis of the rates one pays one shall have
votes within a minimum of ¢ne and a maxi-
nmum of four. In introducing the Bill the
Honorary Minister said it was a inatter of
principle, and he thounght there should be no
distinetion hetween ratepayers. There is an
institution known as the Australian Labour
Party, which is governed by representatives,
or, to use another term, delegaies. BEach
organisation comprised within lhe Austra-
lian  Labour Party is entitled to so many
delegates, practivally  according  to  the
amount of coniributions paid. Faeh organ-
isation pays in afliliation fecs so much per
head of ils membership. If the organisation
bas 100 members, it is entitled to gne dele-
gate, and then to another delegate for every
succeeding 100 members, with a maximum
of 10 delegates. Whether an organisation
has 1,000 members or 10,000 members, it is
limited to that prineiple, which is also em-
bodied in the Municipal Corporations Act.

Hon. A, Lovekin: I take it that, to be
con=istent, the Australian Labour Party will
repeal that provision.

Hon, It, H. HARRIS: I fake it the hon.
member interjeeting is aware that a measure
of a similar nature to this was brought he-
fore ns just hefore the general clections.
However, that measure, which was defeated,
went a little further. The present Bill is
something of the same nafure, but in a
milder form. The defeated Bill provided
adult franchise for municipalities. That is
in keeping with the decisions from {ime to
time of the Australian Labour Congress. 1t
has been put into operation in other States.

Hon, E. H. Gray: Nobody in the Austra-
lian Labour Party has three votes or four
votes.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: I understand that
the Trades Hall represenis three or four
votes in Perth and in Fremantle, and T dare-
say Mr. Kitson or Mr. Gray or Mr. Fraser
exercises those votes.

Hon. E. H. Gray: No member of the Aus-
tralian Labour Party has three votes under
the constitulion,

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: The hon. member
interjecting wishes to contend that every in-
dividual ratepayer should be limited to one
vote. When the Australian Labour Parly
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declare that each organisation, irrespective
of ecapitation, shall be limited to one dele-
gate, when the principle of this Bill is thus
estublished within Labour’s owu vunks, it
will be time enough to applv that principle
to ratepayers. Let me point out that the
adoption of the principle of onc ratepayer
one vote must be the forcrunner to adult
franchise within munieipatities.

Hon. A. Lovekin: The amendment gives
six months fo put that matter in order.

ITon. B. H. HARRTS: 1 think that in six
months it eould he done very successfully.

The Honorary Minister: Will the hon.
member explain the whole situation, and not
part of it? ;

Hon, BE. X. TTARRIS: Any part T omit
the Honorary Minister will look after in re-
plving.

The Uonorary Minister: T have not the
rvight of veply; otherwise 1 would do so.

Mon. B, H. HARRIS: If the hon. member
will indicate the lines which he wishes me
to pursue, I ghall endeavour to do so.

The PRESIDENT: The hon, member
should not prompt interjeetions. Mr. Har-
riz will procecd.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: The principle of
ealling on ratepayers, irrespeetive of
whether they pay 5s. or £100 in annuval rates,
to restriet themselves to one vote is not quite
erquitahle.  Tlustrations might be addueed
to show that the principle does not apply in
every instance. Suppose, for the sake of ar.
gument, that the ratepayers of a munici-
pality deeide (o build n new town hall, or
public baths, or markets, or something of
that nature involving considerable expendi-
ture, The ratepayers are the people who will
have to pav. Bat under adult franchise a
man who could put on his bat and walk
away would be in a position to leave the
burden to be borne by the other ratepavers.
Further, the small ratepaver rated on a
vacant block of land, for instance, or on a
camp erected npon a small hit of property,
would be entitled to exactly the same voting
power as the man with extensive properties
who was paying hondreds of pounds in rates
annually, as illustrated by Mr. Lovekin. If
the municipal enterprise did not prove a
snceess, for some such reason as deteriora-
tion of property, the man with extensive
possessions in the area would be the man
who would have to stand up to the ohligation
to pay.
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Hon. G. Fraser: ‘Would not the small
man be hit still harder?

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: I do not know
that. 1 have been stone-broke before to-
day. At one time 1 had 5s. and lost it,
thereby losing all I possessed. At the same
time another man, who had thousands of
pounds, said, “L have lost thousands of
pounds.” e lost all he possessed, and I
did likewise. 1 do not know whether that
is the iHustration the hon. member wishes
to make with regard to the man of small
property and the man of large property.
The man with small property might have a
good deal of money invested in some other
direetion, perhaps outside the State. Even
so, one finds many men-—men owning per-
haps more than their share of this world’s
goods—holding a small property in each
muonicipal district in ease the distriet should
go ahead. On the municipal rolls of gold-
fields towns are the names of many people
who formerly held extensive properties
there, and who still hold on to some of
them. Does the hon. member suggest that
those people are poor men because their
properfy 15 now rated at a low valne!

Hon. (i. Fraser: T did not sngzest that,
but I said a majority of the people wounld
he in that position.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS; The majority,
equzlly with the minority, have their rights,

Hon. G. Fraser: We want to pnt the
minority on an equal plane with the major-
ity.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: The hon. member
will not sneeeed under the measure now he-
fore ns. On this point the chairman of the
Canning District Road Board, with whom I
am aequainted. sent me the following com-
munication :—

Regardine the Municipal and Road Districts
Fle~to-al RN at present before {he Tlonse,
T degire to point ont that it womld apwnear,
if the Rill iz passed. that two ahgentee per-
song. part owners of a block of land valued
at £5. the rates on which wonld amount to
abapt 58. ver vear. would have on~ vote each
for that hloek of land. whereas a residential
awner wha pavs. aav. £100 ner vear in rates,
waonld have one vote, That e 4 gross injustiee,

in my opinion. T hope the Bill will he thrown
ont, - .

MTon. . B. Williams: You have to o0
nutside vonr distriet to get advice®

Hon. B. H. HARRTS: T did no! have to
2o outgide my distriet. This eommunnieation
eame to me and as it was apropos of the
interjection by Mr. Fraser, T quoted it.

[CQUNCIL.)

Hon, G. Fraser: I would like to know
who pays £100 in raies in the Canning Roa«
Board distriet!

Hon. E. H HARRIS: There may not b
such an individual in the Canning Roac
Board district, but Mr. Lovekin gave us a1
instance of a ratepayer who coniributec
£1,000 or more in rates.

Hon. G. Fraser: Yes, in the eity.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. E. H, HARRIS: 1 have here thi
platform of the Australian Labour Party
It is headed “Munieipal and Road Boar«
Platform.’’ 1t sets out in the first plan}
that there shall be adult franchise, and any
eleclor is to he fualified for election as
represeniative. That means that any per
son may have the vote, whether he be :
ratepayer or not.

Hon, E. H. Gray:
with the Bill?

Hon. E. H. HARRTS: Tt has a lot to e
with it. Formerly we had a more compre
hensive measnre than the one we are deal
ing with now, and that earlier measure
failed to pass. It is apparently suggester
that an effort shall be made to get whai
the Labour Party desire by dribs and drabs
If the Bill be passed, other items from the
Labour Party’s platform will be submittes
to us from time to time in the hope thai
ultimately the whole of the ohjects the
party have in view, will be in operation

Hon. G. Fraser: That proves that we
believe in evolution

Hon, V. Hamersley: Or in revalution!

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: The hon. membe
may believe in either or hoth, tut he
knows that it is also propnsed in the Tabow
Party’s muniecipal and road board platforn
that all local governmeni rates and oather
gervices are tn he assessel on the unim.
proved value of the land. We know thal
the municipal anthorities throughout the
State have been endeavouring 1o hawe
various matters dealt with. From time t¢
time since 1906 when the original Aet was
passed, munieipal eonferences have earriad
resolutions  urging the Government tc
amend the existing legislation. We have
had various Bills hefore n: with that end
in view, In 1926 the Government werc
asked whether it was their intention tc
comnly with the requests of the local aw
thorities to introduee a consolidating meas.
ure.  The Government then replied thai
time did not permit of sueh a measnre he-

What has that to d¢
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ing dealt with during the session of i‘ariia-
ment that year. It would be more to the
credit of the Government if they intro-
duced a econsolidating Bill and complied
with the desires of the local anthorities. [
would also draw attention to a Bill intro-
duced by a private member in another place.
I presume it will be placed before us in
due eourse. It provides for the erection
of workers’ homes.

The PRESIDENT : Order! The hon
member eannnt refer to that Bill at this
stage,

Hon. E. H. HARRTS: T do not desire to
do s0 beyond pointing out that there is much
in common hetween the Bill hefore us and
the one I refer tn, and T think the Liwo should
he taken together, beeanse one has a material
hearing upon the other. Should a muniei-
pality or read hoard be empowered to con-
struet homes for its employees, that will en-
tail the expenditure of ratepavers’ moncey,
and those ratepavers who pav the major
portion of the rates <hould, in my opinion.
have & major voice in saving if such a pro-
positton should be agreed to. T have for-
merly drawn attention to the fact that in the
Leonora district 16 per cent. of the rate.
pavers pay nbonk 70 per cent. of the rates
2ollected during a year. They are the pas-
toralists, and they have a vote in each of the
respective wards of their distriet Would
it be fair and just to foree those people to
pay the same amount of rates, and yet give
them one vote only and limit them to the
Pranchise for one ward alone? While they
1ave their representatives on the board,
naturally the greater number of people in
‘he township control the vote for the elee-
don of representatives.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Who do vou say pay
‘he major portion of the rates?

Hon. E. H  HARRTS: The pastoralists
sav the major portion, and the minerity who
sy that should be entitled to greater repre-
:entation, through their votes, than i pro-
rided for in the Bill,

The Honorary Minister: Did you always
peak along those lines?

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: I have alway< done
0, and T challenze the Honorarv Minister to
mote from reports of my speeches in “Han-
ard” or from statements in the public Press
0 show that T have spoken to the contrary.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Tt is all right: the
Jonorary Minister made a mistake! He
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tiwught you once belonzed to the Labour
Party, but you never were associated with
it.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: I can assnve the
Honorary Minister he has been under a mis-
apprehension on that score.

HON. E. H. GRAY (West) [840]: 1
oppose the amendment. Mr, Harris has not
engaged in his usually elear and concise eriti-
eism of the Bill under diseussion. He sug-
gests that the person who pays the most
should have extra representation. Tet him
eonsider the position in a municipality sueh
as North Fremantle. Toes he suggest that
beranse there is a big concern like the
Vaenum Oil Company, in respeet of which a
large sum is paid in rates, the firm shounld
have enongh vofes to swamp the conneil?

Hon. E. H. Harris: But the firm wonld
be limited to four votes.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Would the hon. mem-
ber advocate such a position as I have indi-
cated?

Hon. E. H. Harris: 1 bave never done so.

The PRESIDENT: Order! The hon.
memhber had his opportunity to address the
House. Mr. Gray may proceed.

Hon, B. H. GRAY: The hon. member
argued that hecause one man paid more
than another, he should have greater voting
power. People who make their homes and
live with their wives and families in a loeality
are the people who should have representa-
tion, rather than such a firm as I have men-
tioned, merely becanse a larger amount is
paid in rates. Mr. Harris must surely realise
that the advoracy of plural voting is ineon-
sistent when we consider the franchise for
the legislature. Tf Mr. Harris were to ad-
vocate on any platform throughout West-
ern Australia, the adoption of the system of
plural voting for Parliament, he wonld never
be clected. Would he suggest that an elector
should have three or four votes to east in
favour of a candidate for election to this
Chamher? That woutd be wrong. The
whole matter must be viewed in the light
of experience. In the Old Country especi-
ally, plitral voting has been aholished over
a period of vears. Thevy discovered
that there it was wise to do away with
it. Notwithstanding that plural voting
has been discarded there, the experience in
Eneland is that the control of local governing
matiers, and of various aetivities assoeiated
with munieipal life, has been exercised to the
great advantage of the wealthy as well as of
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the masses. The great disadvantage of
plural voling is that it deadens interest in
local governing matters. It is hard to arouse
interest in municipal elections.

Hon. E. H. Harris: It was done recently.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Only after the ex-
penditure of a lot of money and a remend-
ous amount of work being put into it! Even
then a great many people were not allowed
to participate in the election. Had plural
voting been aholished, the Mayor of Perth
would not have heen elected with a majority
of 4,000 votes but of 12,000, beeause the
workers have every confidence in the present
Mayor of the e¢itv. The great argument
against plural voting, apart from its dend-
ening influence upon civie affairs, is the fact
that it does not give the people who should
have the =ay, n nroper voice in the govern-
ment of their affairs.

Hon. J. J. Holmes:
chance in Sydney!

The PRESTIDENT: Order!

Hon, E. H. GRAY: T am talking about
Western Australia, not New South Wales.
It is deplorable that so little interest is taken
in local governing affaivg here, and my con-
tention is that we should take cormisance of
the results that followed the abolition of
plural voting in the Old Coontry and follow
that course here. We shonld he progressive
and profit by the experiences elsewhere, Why
should people possessing property he allowed
te dominate the ordinary householder and his
family 7 Plural voting is repugnant to Aus-
tralian sentiment, and no true Anstralian will
tolerate it at all. T ask hon. members ta he
progressive and follow the example of the
0ld Country.

Hon. J. Nicholson:
Wales?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: If they do what T
snerest, they will #ee a egreat revival of in-
tevest in local governing affairs, and that will
he to the advantage of Western Australia as
a whole.

They had a good

Not of New South

HON. J. T. FRANKLIN (Metropolitan)
[8.451: T will support the amendment, be-
eause I think a mistake has beern made in
trving to alter an absslete Aet by piece-
meal. For a numher of vears we have been
promised that an up-to-date Bill would be
hrought down with a view to siving not only
Perth, but the other munieipalities of West-
ern Australia, a hetter measure to worlk
nnder.

[COUNCIL.]

on. E. H. Gray: You will have it if you
carry this Bill.

Hou. J. T. FRANKLIN: No, we can-
not do it by piecemeal. We say you are not
giving the ratepayers a fair go. Under tue
Bill the idea is that only one vote shall be
cast, no matter what property the voter
may own or in what ward it may be, and that
the voter must decide in which ward he
will cast that vote.

Hon. K. H. Gray: Do vou believe in the
ward system?

Hon. J. T. FRANKLIN: Yes, becanse 1
think it is more conducive to the adminis-
tering of a eity iike Perth to have ward
members than to have only one ward. In
other States they have exactly the same as
we have. In Melbourne they have plural vot.
ing with 2 maximum of three votes. In
Hobart they have four votes and in Laun-
eeston five votes. In Perth we have eight
wards. Those eight wards are represented
by three councillors each. We are not do-
ing on injustice to the owners, the house-
holders or the tenants in the various wards
by giving them the opportunity to be on the
voll. Under the franchise in municipal elec-
tions the householder has a greater privil-
exe than even the property owner, becanse
on every occasion the householder is given
preference in getting on the roll. Say for
argument’s sake that any town goes down
and the property is passed back on to the
owners. Is it fair that an owner should
not have the same voting power, or is there
any reason why he should not carry out the
affairs of the ward as well as the affairs of
the cily? The poliey we have adonted is
fair to all concerned, especially if it is asked
that evervone shall have an opportunity to
east his vote. Tt is not the owner that has
the vote. Tt is the houscholder, and the
owner of the proverty cannot have that
vote because the houscholder is on the roll
That is quite fair. Take Perth: Within the
next twn or three weeks there will be some
very important proposals bronght bhefore
the Citv Couneil. pronosals for the advance
ment of the creater Perth scheme. T think
the hauseholder has actually a better oppor-
tunitv and is more favoured than even the
proverty owner. Take anv one ward. east,
snnth. north or west. T a tenant leaves
fhe nroperty it does not matter to him
whether or not that particular ward goes
ahead. Tn the lone wnn it is the owner that
has to foot the hill
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Hon. E. H. Gray: The occapier pays the
rates.

Hon. J. T. FRANKLIN: But the owner
has 1o erect the huilding and bas te pay for
it; or if he has a mortgage he has to pay
interest and sinking fund. But it does not
alfect the houscholder ane iota, U he is not
satistied with the place, he enn leave it and
go to another ward.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: The ocenpier does
not always pay the rates.

Hon. J. T. FRANKLIN: As a yule he
does, for no business man will et his house
without providing that the rates shall he
paid. Yet, viewine it from another aspect,
does the ceeupier alwayvs pay the rates? e
can leave the place at any time, and the
owner will then lave to pay the rates. T
think the Bill should he sent back, not with
a view to cutting this out altogether, bul
with a view to getting an up-to-date Bill so
that the maunicipalities and also the road
boards might get a workable measuve that
would earey out their views in a satisfae-
torv manner.

The Honorary Minister: Do vou think it
right that one man shonld be able to have
16 votes in the city of Perth?

Hon. J. T. FRANKLIN: T do uoi think
the Honorary Minister knows wlhiat he means
by that. At present there is no ratepayer
who has 16 voter. Under the Bill one
can bave only one vote in the whole of the
greater Perth system. At present it is not
the owner that has the vote. He can have
only twe votes at most for eouncillors, and
four votes for mayor. T know a little abont
the voting and of what is in the best
interests of the eity of Perth. Each ward
should have its representatives. The owner
does not have the vote in every ward. Mr
Tovekin quotel the eramp'e of Boans,
litd. They ean have only four voies tor the
whole of their property. So, ton, Sir Wil-
liam Tathlain can have only four voter for
the whole of his property.

Hon. Sir William TLathlain: And my ten-
ants have 70 voles.

Hon. J. T. FRANKLIN: The Bill should
0 back and be brought up to date. T re-
member that some months ago, when -we
werr trving to get the Forrest Place exten-
sion carrted through. the owners in one
place had 48 votes for the one buildine.
That is where we require to adjust omr
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Municipalities Aect so that fairness will be
done to all. [ hope the amendment will be
carried, o the end that the Government
maF being down a Rili that will be work-
able, and under which the affairs of the
municipalities and road hoards will be car
riecd out it a more business-like way than
they are at pre-ent,
Ion. K. I Gray interjected.

Hou. J. T. FRANKLIN: That is a2 mar
ter of opinion, IF a Bill like that is brought
down it enn be argued in this House and
in another place. I hope that nothing but
what will e an advantage to all concerned
will be passed. I will support the amend-
meut so that nnother Bill can be brought
down. Year nfter year, as far back as J
can remember we have been promised an
np-to-date Bill.

Hor. A. J. H, SAW: Yes, it is about as
~tale as the new town hall

Hon. J. T. TRANKLIN: The new town
hall is always with us, but thank goodness
during the past few years it has not been
made an eclection ery. I hope members will
vote the Bill out so ihat we ean get a better
Bill, =nitable to all concerned.

Anendinent (six months) put and a div-
ision taken with the following result:—

Ayes .- .. .. .. 15
Noes .. . . .. 8

Majority for o7

ATES,
Hon. E. Rose
Hon. A. J. H. Saw
Hon. H. A. Stephenson

Hon. 1. Ewing
Hon. J. T. Frankiin
Hon, V. Hamersley

Hon. J. }. Hnimes Hou. H. Stewart
Hen, Sir W. Latblain Hon. C. H, Wiitenaom
HMon. A. Tarckin TTon. I J. Felland
tlon, W, J. Mann Hun. G, A. Kempten
Hon. J. Nicholson I (Teller.)
Noes,
Hon. J. Cornell Hon. W. H, Kitson
Hon., J. M. Drew Hon. C. B. Willlains
Hon. E. H. Gray Hon. G. Fraser
Hon. E. H., H. Hall {Teller,)
Hon. E. H. Harris i
Tarn,
ATE. No.

Hoo. W. T. Glasheen Hon. J. R. Brown

the Bill de-

Awmendment thus passed;
feated.
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BILL—EDUCATION.
Assembly’s Further Message.

Message from the Assembly, notifying

the Council that it insisted on its amend-
ment No. 3, now considered:

In Committee—Request for Conference.

Hon, J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief
Secretary in charge of the Bill,

No. 3, Clanse 17—Strike out Subelauvse
4;

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Before pro-
ceding with the consideration of this mes
sage, I should like to say that I have placed
two messages on the Notice Paper together,
with the idea that as there will probably
be conferences on hoth, that these should
take place together. I ean discover nothing
in the Standing Orders against such a pro-
position. A little tronble might arise, but
that could be overcome, where the same
managers were appointed to each conference.
it would simply mean that one conference
would have to wait unfil the other had con-
cluded its deliberations. I would be glad,
Mr. Chairman, if you would give a ruling
on the point. We could hold the eonferences
to-morrow evening ot half-past seven.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: I should think that
would be a good plan and wonld save a
lot of time. I believe it could be arranged
in another place that the same managers
would not be on the same conference,

The CHAIRMAN : This message has been
dealt with under Standing Order 220—

If the Assembly returns the Bill with a
message informing the Council that it (1) in-
sists on its original amendment to which the
Couneil has disagreed, or (2) disagrces to
amendments made by the Council on the orig-
inal amcndments made by the Assembly, or
{3) oagreces with Fforther amendments to
amendments made by the Couneil on the orig-
inal amendment of the Assembly, the Couneil
may in ease (1) agree with or without amend-
ments to the amendments to which it has pre-
viously disagreed, and make, if nccessary, con-
sequent amendments te the Bill

It concludes by saying—

In all cases if aercement be not thereby
reached, or if the Bill be again returned by
the Assembly with any of the requirements of
the Council still disagreed to, the Council shall
order the Bill to be laid aside or shall re-
queat a conference.

The Bill was introduced here. It went back
to the Assembly which amended it, and sub-

[COUNCIL.]

sequently insisted upon its amendment. lt
is for the Committee to modify its original
amendment or to insist on its original dis-

agreement,

The Chief Secretary: Or request a con-
ference.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Let us have a confer-
ence.

The CHATRMAN: The committee could
send a message back to the Assembly in-
sisting upon its disagreement with the As-

sembly,
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move—
That u conference with the Legislative

Assembly be  requested, and that at such
conferenc¢ the nanagers to represent the
Couneil be the Fon. A. J. H. Saw, the Hon.
A, Lovekin and the mover.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: This Bill origin-
ated here. 1t was sent tu the Assembly,
which made an amendment, and now in-
sists upon it. It is for the Assembly to
ask for a conference and not for us to do
so. We should send the Bill baek, and ia-
sist npon our rights.

The Chief Scretary: The Bill would be
lost if we do not ask for a conference.

The CHATRMAN: The conference pro-
vides a short eut, but it is quite within the
provinee of the Chief Secretary to move
that the amendment made by the Assembly
be further disagreed to.

The Chief Seeretary: That would be the
end of it.

Hon, A. LOVEKIN: I do not think we
can take that eourse. Each Chamber has ar-
rived at & certain decision from which there
will be no retraction. The only way to get
over the difficulty is to hold a conference.
That will keep the two Houses in better
harmony with each other,

The CHAIRMAN: I do not care to set
up any precedent. I will aceept a motion
to the effect that the amendment be made.
T would prefer that the point should be
cleared up in a& proper manner. That is
the course we ought to follow. The As-
sembly conld then ask for a conference.

Hon. A. LOVERKIXN: I rather recent that
course. While it is the dnty of the Chair-
man to advise the Committee when re-
qnesfed to do sn. it iz not his dnty to in-
tervene when the Teader nr any other mem-
her maves a motion sneeectine the adoption
of annther conrse. Thst is a verv im-
pronsy gonrge to adont, Tha Miaf Seere-
tarv has moved a motion in accordance with
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the Standing Orders. It is the clear duty
of the Chairman to put that motion with-
out advising the Committer, T am sure go
precedent ean be found for the course pro-
posed.

Hon. J. EWING: I think the Chairman
is suggesting the right course. If the motion
is defeated the Chief Secretary can move
for a conference.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Bill or-
iginated here. The Assembly amended it
and are insisting on their amendment. 1f
I move that the amendment be agreed to
and the motion is lost, the Bill will be laid
aside.

Hon. J. Ewing: T take it a conference
ean be held even then,

Hon A. 7. H.8AW: According to Stand-
ing Order 220 it is optional for us either
to agree with or without amendment to the
amendment made by the Assembly, or make
consequent amendments, or insist upon our
disagreement to such amendment. We could
move for a eonference, or insist upon our
disagreement. If we did the latter, the Bill
would go back to the Assembly. That
House conld return it and we might then
ask for a conference.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Dr. Saw’s inter-
pretation is correct. The question now is;
which is the better course to adopt with a
view to maintsinine harmonious relations
between the two Honses. As this is not a
vital matter whv shonld we raise diffical-
ties? We would be well advised to accept
the Chief Seeretarv’s motion.

Questinn put and passed.

Resolntion reported. the report adopted
and a Message accordingly transmitted to the
Assembly.

BILL—WATER BOARDS ACT
AMENDMENT.

AssembIi’s Reauest for Conference.

Messare from the Assembly regumesting
a eonference nn the amendments insisted
nnan he the Couneil, and notifvine that at
such ennference the Assembly wonld he
represented hy three managers, now ron-
sidered.

The HONORARY MINTSTER: T move—

That the Asesmblv?’z renuest he acreed to,
that the Hon. V. Hamerslev, the Hon, W_ T,
Mann and the mover he appointed manapers
on bhrhalf the Couneil, and that the confer-
enre mert in the President’s room at 7.30
p.m. rn the 13th inatant.
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(Question put and passed.

Resolution reported and the report ad-
opted.

BILL—RBESERVES.
Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central) {9.23] in moving the second
reading said: Kojonup lot 122 is leased to
the Kojonup Road Board for a period of 21
vears for business purposes, to enable the
hoard to obtain funds towards the erection
of a new memorial ball, whieh is to be used
for road board offices, ete. The hoard, how
ever, desires to obtain permission to sell this
lot, so that the proceeds may be devoted to
such purpose. A new hall has been built
on lot 217 of Kojonup Location 53, and this
land has been purchased by the hoard at a
cost of £225. There are no departmental
objections to the granting of Lot 122 with
power to sell, but there is no statutory au-
thority to endow road boards, and Parlia-
mentary sanetion is neeessary. A number
of blocks were granted under similar condi-
tions to various road boards under the Re-
serves Act. Kondinin Lot 31 has been vested
in the Kondinin Road Board for an agri-
cultural hall site, and Kondinin lot 63 has
been set apart as a reserve for road board
purposes. The bhoard desire to ereet sub-
stantial buildings for a hall and road board
offices in a more suitable position in portion
of the recreation ground, and they wish to
obtain permiszion to sell lots 63 and 31 so
that the proceeds may be applied towards
the building of the new hall. There is no
departmental objection and as the conditions
are similar to those in Clause 2, Parliament-
ary sanction is also required. Kondinin Tot
91 and portion of Kondinin Lot 41 are re-
served for recreation purposes, but the road
board eonsider the land most unsuitable for
that puwrpose on aceount of its long and
narrow shape.  The hoard, therefore, wislh
to purchase that portion of Avon Loecation
15090 to square up the boundaries of the
recreation ground, and in order fo raise
funds to purchase this land, the board desire
to e granted a portion of the present re-
serve, whieh it is intended to subdivide into
small lots and sell. As there is no doubt
this would improve the shape of the recrea-
tion groond, no departmental objection is
raised to the land being granted to the board
with power to sell, provided the preeceds are
devoted to the purchase of the land required.
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The matter is, therefore, submitted for Par-
liamenfary approval. The Bruee Rock Road
Board have been endeavouring for some time
to obtain a recreation ground for Shackleton,
which is a small private townsite, surrounded
by alienated land. A small reserve was set
apart for recreation, but most of this was
taken for a gravel pit by the Railway De-
partment but was not in a very suitable posi-
tion. The board have applied for permission
to sell reserve 10581, which is reserved for
water, but is not now required for that pur-
pose. The proceeds are to be applied
towards the purchase of the ares mentioned
for the purpose of a recreation ground ad-
jacent to the townsite. There is no depart-
mental objection to this request being
granted. The Vigtoria Distriet Turf Club
holds Vietoria Location 7684 on a 998 years’
lease for the purpose of a racecourse, and
desires to mortgage the land, with a view to
improving it further as a racecourse. The
club states it has already expended over
£1,400 in improvements and now desires to
expend another £750 tn eomplete the grand-
stand. The amount is to be repaid over a
period of 12 years. The Crown law De-
partment advise that there is no statutory
anthority to enable the Turf Club to mort-
gage the land and Parbamentary approval
is necessary. A similar case was dealt with
under Section B of the Reserves Act, 1926,
by which the Victoria Distriet Agricultural
Society was granted permission to mortgage
the show ground. Perth Town Lot T28
was granted many years ago to trustees
of the Congregational Chureh for an
extension fo the cemetery. The cemetevies
at Fast Perth have now been closed,
so it is not possible to use this lot for
that purpose. The Trinity Congregatienal
Church, however, desire to nse this land for
church purposes, and wish to obtain an
alteration of the trust agcordingly. The Bill
provides that the land may be revested in
His Majesty in order that it may be re-
granted for church purposes.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: Do you know
what they intend to do with it?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No, except
that it is to be utilised for church purposes.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: That is part
of the East Perth cemetery, is it not?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Tt is land
outside the East Perth cemeterv.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: Yes, I re-
member. There are some lots that have not
been utilized.

[COUNCIL.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is so.
The local people at Swan View, through the
Greenmount Road Board, have been endeav-
ouring to get o site for a hall near Swan
View on portion of Class A reserve 2093,
which is set apart for park lands. The
site has been surveyed to contain 1% acres
and it is desived that it be excluded from
the park Innd reserve aund set apart for the
lall sife. As the park land is classed “A,”
Parliamentary sanction is neeessary. An
agricultural society has been formed at Mul-
lewa and it 1s desived that a reserve be set
apart tor a show ground at that eentre.
The Mnllewa Rond Board has therefore ap-
plied For that portion of Class “A” reserve
17400. The reserve is at present classed
“A” for the purpose of a common, and Par-
liamentary sanction is necessary for it te
be excluded from the class “A” reserve.
There is no departmental objeetion.  The
State Gardens Board desire that a small
portion ot the Eastern corner of the reserve
for the 0ld Men's Home. as shown in red
on iracing No. 8, should be excluded from
the reserve for the Old Men’s Home and in-
cluded in the Dalkeith rocreation reserve ad-
jeining. ¥t is said that at present the.corner
ereates sn awkward angle in the grounds
of the Oid Men’s Home and is very un-
sightly. Tf it be added to the recreatiun
reserve, it is proposed to clean it up and
plant it with ornamental trees and thus
heautify the approach lo the steps leading
from Birdwood Parade to the beach. As the
Old Men's Home lapd is a Class “A” re-
serve, Parfiamentary sanction is necessary
to exclude the area. The Wongan-Ballidu
Road Board, on the suggestion of the com-
mittee at Ballidn. has applied for the grant-
ing of Ballidu Lot 9 (o the board with power
to sell in order that the proceeds may he ap-
plied to the erection of a new hall on Lot
61. There is already n hall on Lot 9, but it
is proposed to scll it, together with the land.
The new hall is to be built from loan funds,
and it is desired to sell the old hall and site
in order that the proceeds may be devoted
ta repayment of the loan, so that the burden
on the ratepayers may be lightened. Parlia-
mentary sanetion is, therefore, sought to en-
able Lot 9 to be granted to the hoard with
power to sell. There s no departmental
ohjection. The Education Department de-
sirg Williams Sub T.ot 9 shown on litho 10
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10 be granted for a school site at Willinn-s.
The reserve is at present set apart as o
Class A7 reserve tor recreation, but is not
required for that pnrpose as the board have
acquired a Jarge area for recreation purpeses
in a more snitable position.  There is no
departmental objection to ihe reserve beine
changed to a school zite, bnt being classed
as an “A” reserve, Parliamentary sanetion
is necessary. Balingup Lot 198 has been
granted in fee simple to the Balingup Agri-
eultural Society in trust for show ground
purposes. The society is not incorporated
and the trusfees wish to Lransfer the land
to the Balingup Road Board. As the Soc-
iety is not incorporated, the trustees have
no power to transfer, and Parliamentary au-
thority is, therefore, necessary. Ti is con-
sidered by the Tands Department good
policy to place reserves of this nature un-
der the control of road boards where c¢on-
venient. The State Savings Bank wishes fo
aequire a site at South Perth for the pur-
pose of a branch office, and desires to pur-
vhase portion of Perth Suburban Lot 402,
at a price of £450, plus survey. As there is
no power under the Land Aect to sell town
land, except by publie auction, Parliamen-
tary sanetion is sought for the sale of this
land to the bank without going to anction.
The State Savings Bank desires to acquive
Merredin Lot 116 for an office site, and pro-
poses to purchase the land for £600, but it
is necessary to obtain Parliamentary sane-
tion to the land being sold to the bank with-
out being submitted to public auction. Nun-
garin Lot 63 is at present held in fee simplie
by the trustees of the Ancient Order of
Druids, Nungarin Lodge 87, and the Austra-
lian Natives Assoeiation, Nungarin Branel
83, as joint proprictors. The branch of the
Au-tralian Natives Association is now de-
funct. and the board of the Australian
Natives Association have advised that thex
have no objection to thi= loU being trans-
forrod to the Druids.  The Rill provides
that the lot shall he vested in the Nungarin
T.adge No. 89 of the Aneient Order  of
Druids as sole proprietors, The Druids
wish to huild a lodge room on the lof. 1
move—
That the Rill bhe now read a scond time.

On wmotion by Ton, 8ir Willin Lathlain,
debate adjourned.
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BILL—TOWN PLANNING AND
DEVELOPMENT.

Negowd Heading.
Debate resumed tfrom the previons day.

HON. SIR WILLIAM LATHLAIN (Met-
ropolitan-Suburbany [940): 1 rise with
greal pleasure to support the second reading
of the Bill and to eongratulate the Govern-
ment upon baving brought it forward. The
Lewmder of the House, in moving the second
reading, paid a very fine trilmte to a sincere
and varnest body of men, who for many
yerrs have been working in the interests of
town |Manning and have made many efforts
to get a measure of this kind before Parlia
ment. 1 am guite aware of many of the
difficulties that beset them in the first place,
and | know the keen and active interest
taken in the subjedt by them for many vears
past. As [ar back as 1918 the Town Clerk
(Mr. Bold), Mr. Saw, Councillor Berrvman
and I attended a town-planning conference
in Brishane, and although we bad travelled
from the farthest end of Australia to attend
that conference, we were probably the only
delegates who had paid their own expenses.
But we were exiremely keen on town
planning and we learnt much at the confer-
ence that was highly beneficial to us. The
Chief Secretary was quite right when he Jaid
sneh stress upon the efforts of AMr. Saw and
others. T shounld like to say that the Town
Clerk of Perth is probably one of the most
enthusiastie town planners in the whole of
Australia. In a quiet, unobtrusive way he
has done many things for the ciiy of Perth
and for the belterment of its thoroughfares
on good sound fown-planning lines, of whieh
perhaps very few people know. The Bill
has been under consideration for a long time,
and the interval that has elapsed has and will
cost the city of Perth many thousands of
pounds which conld have been saved had a
similar measure heen put into operation
vears ago. One has only to look around
Perth to-dav to find that. netwithstanding
some of the alterations made, the City Coun-
cil have had no power—and neither have the
other municipalities—to put into effect manv
of the improvement schemes they so¢ much
desired. Tt will appeal to every member of
the Flouse that when the altreations were
heing made in May-street and the Fonse
Comniitter eranted ecertain rights over per-
tion of Parliament House reserve, it wonld
have been easy to ecarrv the widening opera-
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tions down fo Milligan-street. The council,
however, had no power, It is essential that
the eouncil should have unlimited power in
that direction, as well as extensive borrowing
powers, if they are going in bring to a
successtul issue the efforts of those who have
been working along these lines for many
vears. There are a lot of points conneeted
with town planning {hat require elos=: atten-
tion, and it is satisfactory fo note that the
Government vealised fhat fact last session
when they bronght forward a measure to
ereate the Town Plamming Commission, the
result of whose efforts has heen the bringing
before Parliament of the Bill we are now
considering. In many places this power is
essential. T can =tate of my own knowledge
that on the borders of Claremont, adjoining
Cofttesloe, there is a large reserve. The
Claremont council do not desire to spend
money in improving the reserve for the hene-
fit of Cottesloe ratepayers. The Cottesloe
council, although desirous of doing some-
thing towards the improvement of the re-
serve, have no power to spend any money
outside their own borders. Such n measure
as this, providing for eo-operation hetween
two local governing bodies, must prove most
heneficial. One of the most important elunses
of the Bill is Clanse 11, which deals wiil
the hetterment prineiple. Extensive town-
planning schemes will undonbtedly co<t much
money, but under Clause 11 the depreriation
of a property as the result of town-planning
action will be compensated, while, on the
other hand, to properties which have been
improved by such action the betterment
principle will be applied, and their owners
will be compelled to pay something towards
the cost of the operations. I have in
mind cases where the elause will operaie
most beneficially. In Murray-street, be-
tween Barrack-street and Queen-street, and
in faet right up to Milligan-street, premises
which have gnined enormously in value,
premises fronting Murray-street and pre-
mises fronting Hay-streat, are without a
right-of-way.  Each of those premies has
had to allow resumption for the purposes of
8 right-of-way off the Hay-street or the
Murray-street frontage in order to gain
access to the rear. Had such a measure as
this existed years ago, the right-of-way
would have been construeted and all those
premises wonld have had at least 12 feet
more frontage to the principal street. This
would have more than met the cost of re-

[COUNCIL.]

sumplions.  Clauswe 18 is also highly iw-
portant. It provides that if the Minister
is satisfied that a local authority has failed
to take the requisite steps for having & satis-
factory town-planning scheme prepared aund
approved in a ease where a town-plannines
scheme ought to he made, he may compel the
municipality to present such a scheme. I will
cite an instanee to show the difference between
loeal governing bodies. [ remember many
years aws making a teip to Sandstone, I
havdly rxpected te be able to get a bath
there, but T found a splendid supply of
witer available from one of the mines.
Sandstone had a very live road board, and
the whole of the sanitary arrangements
were distinetly creditable. Everything was
done on a first-class basis, and the whole
town was kept scrupulously elean. During
the same period I visited another fown,
which [ will not name lest T should tread
on someone’s ¢orns. This second town had
every opportunity for doing exactly the
same as Sandstone had done, but it was in
a filthy econdition and no conveniences,
practically, had heen supplied. I had not
been many years in Western Australia be-
fore T made that visit to Sandstone: it is
17 or 18 years ago. T remember most dis-
tinetly, however, the impression made on
my mind by the difference in calibre as be-
tween the Sandstone road board and other
road boards. Claunse 19 is good in that it
insists that no more regerves shall be sold
unless those responsible for town planning
have had an opportunity of deciding
whether the reserves will be required for
futore nge. Clanse 20, dealing with sub-
division, i3 highly necessary. One can only
regret that something of this nature was
not in vogne many vears ago. Of my own
knowledge T can state that when Vietoria
Park was eut up, not a single reserve was
created In the process. With the exception
of one comparatively small reserve close to
South Perth, there were not at that time
any reserves 1n the whole of that large
area. The council bought a number of
blocks and created a reserve out of them.
Later, yet another reserve was created by
the same means. In the case of one large
estate which was being subdivided, the
couneil induced the proprietors to create a
snitable regserve. Had this measure been in
operation at that time, there wounld not
have been the trouble and diffieulty and ex-
pense occasioned by want of the power to
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create reserves. The City Council are en-
deavouring to create a new suburban area
on sound fown planning lines. With the
exception of Daisyville, close 1o Sydney,
this will be perhaps the only Australian
town created on sound lines. As regards
Wembley Beach—I do not like the name,
and think we should have had a native name
fur it, say Katoomba—I feel that event-
ually it will beemne one of the best suburbs
created on sound town planning lines any-
where in Australia. During the visit some
vears ago of Mr. Salmon, who is the great-
cst authority in Australia on town plan-
ning, we took him out to that area. He
thought it an ideal place in which to make
this great experiment. I am sure that when
the City Couneil have ecompleted Wembley
Beach it will prove to be of the greatest
benefit to the State, and will establish a
worthy precedent and a fine example of
town planning. Many Western Australian
towns have, in myv opinion, been wrongly
planned. Take Collie, for instance. The
centre of that town is absorbed by Govern-
ment offices, which T econsider should be at
the back of the town. A proper business
area should be continuous. Collie, instead
of heing one compact tawn, has been divided
practically into two towns. Exactly the
same conditions obtain at Southern Cross;
all the middle of the town is reserved for
Government offices, with the result thnt the
business area is divided into two portions.
T eoneratulate the Chief Secretary on
the lueid manner in which he pre-
sented the measnre to the House. T feel
snre that in Committee any necessary ex-
planations will be furnished. and anv suit-
able amendments aceepted. The Bill is
essentially in the best interests. not only of
Perth, but of 21l municipalities in the State.
Drivine to Fremantle. one sees at Cottesloe
8 wood vard which ought to be immediately
removed. Nobodv has the power tn do it,
exerpt the eouneil, who probably will have
to bnv manv other properties hefore they
hny that wond ward. Aeain. it is necessarv
to ereate many reserves. Mention has fre-
auently heen made here of reserrves around
Perth. T venture to sav that the city of
Perth is better off in the matter of reserves
than most Australian cities are. Many of
nnr reserves are execeptionally well kept,
and of great henefit to the people. There
are clamours for children’s playgrounds,
Ymf these are not ecasily provided. In

2395

the first place, the Uity Couneil established
sueh playgrounds in Hyde Park. Everyone
thought that was very well, but a bad
sl was  the  congregation  there  of
such a lot of hoodlums that neighbouring re-
sidents requested the council to remove the
playgrounds. Jloreover, such playgrounds
are practically useless unless teachers are
provided to teach the children how {o play,
amd curetakers to look after the grounds.
Probably the most succesful children’s play-
ground is that known as the Lake-street
playground, where there iz a kindergarten,
the whole being under proper superviswm
and control. Where parents realise the need
for children’s playgrounds, they must form
themselves into associations which will be-
come responsible for the eare and protection
of the grounds. Quite recently the King's
Park Dboard established a fine play-
ground in King's Park, but already vandals
have been at work. The difficulty of pre-
serving the swings and other means of
amusement for the children is deplorable.
The ropes of the swings have been ecut.
and many depredations of a like nature have
occurred. One must wonder that in a civil-
ised country such as this people should be
found to do sueh damage. T am sure the
Bill will meet with the general approbation
of members, and I hope that before long it
will be in operation. I very heartily sup-
port the second reading.

HON. A. J H. SAW (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [9.59]: I desire to support the
Bill and to congratulate the Government
on having introdnced the measure. The pity
of it is that the Bill was not introduced some
30 years ago. Had that course been taken,
Perth would have had the opportunity of
becoming a model city at very little expense.
However, it is never too late to mend; and
it is a good ihking that at long last the
measure is being introduced. The Bill ap-
pears to be very sound, and it certainly gives
considerable powers to the loeal anthorities
and fo the Minister administering the meas-
ure with the advice of the Town Planning
Board. At the same time it is liberally sprin-
kled with safeguards, so that T do not think
anvone’s interests are likely to be unduiy
affected. There have been references to mis-
takes made in the City of Perth during the
last 30 vears, mistakes due largely to want
of power on the part of the City Coun-
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cil. The municipal authorities were not
clothed with suflicient power (o enable them
to carry out certain desirable reforms. On
the other hand, 1 think the mistakes were
due, fo a vcertain extent, to errors of judg-
ment on the part of those in control of the
destinies ot the City UCouncil. Nowadays 1
think a wiser spirit with relerence to muni-
cipal affairs is pervading hoth the loeal an-
thorities and the public generally. 1 was
pleased to hear the kind references wade hy
the Chief Secretary to the work of that
small band of enthusiasts who, during the
last 12 years, have lahoured so strennously
in the direction of creating a proper ap-
preciation of the value of town planning in
our midst. The Chief Secretary was good
enough to refer to the efforts of my brother,
Mre, W, A, Saw, and I know ihat he and
a few others associated with him had to face
considerable apathy and hostility on the
part of those who, for a long time, did not
realise the purpose for which they were
working. That has been remedied, and 1
think the majority of the people are now
aware of the good work that this small band
of people have done, with no hope of reward
and at an expenditure of much time and
energy. Sir William Lathlain rightly men-
tioned the name of the Town Clerk, . Mr. W,
E. Bold, in connection with this movement.
From inside information I have had for
many years past, I know the great value M.
Bold’s work has been in eonnection with the
town planning movement.  Others  whose
names should be remembered are Mr. Kiem
and Mr. Boas. Those gentlemen are putting in
much valuable work for the City of Perth and
for the State generally, and I think the great
majority of people do not realise that the
members of the Town Planning Commission,
who are at work at present, constitute an en-
tirely unpaid body. They are giving up a
large part of their time that might, with
great advantage fo their private inferests,
be devoted to their own businesses, and they
are engaging upon that work in order to do
something of value to the community, I be-
lieve the Bill is likely to be passed with but
small amnendment. The only clause to which
[ take exception is that portion of Clause 21
that refers to “a transfer, convevance lease
or mortgage” of any piece of land. I do not
think the words “lease or mortgage” are
necessary, and they might be omitted quite
safely. Their inclusion might infliet o cei-

{COUNCIL.)

tain smount of hardsbip without any com-
mensurate good resulting from their reten-
tion. 1 feel that the Bill meets the desires of
the great majority of the people, and 1 eon-
gratulnie the Governmeni upon introdueings
it.

On mation by Hon. W,
adjourned.

J. Mann, debate

BILL—ROAD CLOSURE (No. 2.)
Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central) [10.7] in moving the second
reading said: The Texas Company (Austra-
lasia) Ltd. have purchased North Fremantle
Lots 53 and 52, and wish also to purchase
land  ineluded in  portion of Vaughan-
street, in ovder to consolidate the pru-
perty. The North Fremantle Municipal-
ity have no ohjection to the closure of this
portion of the street and there is no depart-
mental objection, seeing that there are other
streets providing aceess to the beach in the
vicinity. The Shell Company of Australia
Litd. have purchased North Fremantle Lots
44, 45 and part of 48, and are desirous of
purehasing the land in  portion of Philip-
street. The company also desire the closure
of a rvight-of-way in order to consolidate
the holding. The North Fremantle Muniei-
pality have no objection to these closures
and there is no departmental objection, as
the land in the loeality is being utilised
mainly for indusirial purposes and there is
now no need for small subdivisions. In the
case of the right-of-way on Lot 48, provision
is made in the Bill for closure by proclama-
tion, which will not take place until it has
been definitely ascertained that the holders
of one or two of the small lots fronting on
Bracks-street have been bought ont, and that
there is no one to raise any objection, The
closure of part of Thompson-road, North
Fremantle, was included in the Road Closure
Bill last session, but was thrown out by the
Legislative Council, owing to opposition by
the North Fremantle Council. The North
Fremantle Council have now withdrawn their
objection. The reason for the closure is that
it is proposed to make available for sale by
pukiic anetion, on the application of the
Ford Motor Company of Australia, another
hlock which inecludes this portion of road.
The Busselton Couneil wish to close a por-
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tion of Brown-street. The South-West Co-
operative Dairy Products Ltd. are desirous
of purchasing portion of the land for a
manager's residence. The Council state it
is a “mud hole” at present and wish to see
it improved. The City Council have acquired
land at Mount Hawthorn for a recreation
ground, and desire fo elose a portion of
Federatjon street, so that it may be included
in such ground. The Couneil will provide
continunations of North-strect and Berryinan-
strect, which will provide necessary romd
access westward, I move—

That the Bill he now read a second time.
Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time,

BILL—LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT.
In Commitiee,

Hon. J. Cornelt in the Chair, the Chief
Seeretary in eharge of the Bili.

Clause 1-—agreed to.

Clause 2—Continuation of Part V., sub-
jeet to amendment of Section 97:

Hon. A, LOVEEKIN:
ment—

That in line 2 ¢*1830°° be struck out, anml
“¢1929'° ingerted in licu.

I move an amend-

The abject of the amendment is to allow
the Licenses Reduction Board to operate
for one year instead of two. We have the
dictum of the Premier that the board have
completed their work.

Hon. E. H, Harris: The Chief Secretary
does not agree with that statement.

Hon, A, LOVEKIN: I cannot read the
report in “Hansard,’’ but I am aware that
the Premier admitted tbat the board had
practically completed their work and if we
provide for a further year that will enable
the remaining matters to be dealt with.

The CHTEF SECRETARY : I am ad-
vised that the board have not practically
completed their work. There will still be
some work to do. Twelve months will give
but very little time in which to clean up.
There is still some money in the fund, and
it max be necessary for the hoard to con-
sider further reductitons.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I will support the
clause as it stands. The board have been
acting in a dual eapacity end if we relieve
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them of any of their duties as suggested,
it will not have any effect en their salaries.
No economy will resulf. The board have
done splendid work and I do nof think they
have finished their task. There are still
hotels that may be closed, and the mere
fact of baving the board in control swill
make the licensees continne to live ap to
the mark.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: The hon. member
does not agree with the Premier, who on
the 28th November last said that bui little
more remained to be done by the Lieenses
Reduction Board, that practically all hotels
requiring to be elosed had already heen
closed.

Ilon. J. J. Holmes: The board have full
authority. The Premier has nothing to do
with them.

ITon. A. LOVEKIN: But the Premier
says that practically all hotels that should be
closed have been closed.  If we give the
hoard 12 months in which to finish the little
that remains to be done, we shall he giving
them a quite sufficient margin and will be
able to spend to advantage the money it
would eost to maintain the board.

1Ion. E. H. HARRIS: I will support the
amendment, provided there is nothing bet-
ter. T think the hest thing to do would be
to strike out the clause altogether. The
hoard have eompleted their work, and on
the statements made by the Premier there
is no further need for the board. Tf the
amendment be not ecarried, T will vote
against the elanse.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: T will support
the amendment. The advice given to mem-
bers in another place indicates that the
work of the board is praetieally at an end.
That being so, there is no justification for
eontinuing the board. or not beyond another
12 months, The utmost praise is due to the
hoard for the work they have done. Still,
that i= no reason why the board should be
maintained unnecessarily. The members of
the hoard will continue as licensing mae-
istrates. All that is proposed is that their
duties as members of the Ticenses Redua-
tion Board should cease. If it should be
found desirable to continue that board after
the close of next year, it will be an easy
matter to extend their term.

Hon. A, J H. SAW: T do not think
snfficient evidence has been adduced that
the daties of this hoard have really come
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to an end. 1 do not know that the Premivr
is the best authority on the subject or thal
he knows what the Licenses Reduciion
Board iutend to do.

The Chief Secretary:
trol them.

Hon. A, J. H, SAW: If the board them-
selves had said that they did not intend to
sontinue their work of reducing licenses, 1
should have voted for ihe amendmenst.
Neither Mr. Lovekin nor I take every woril
uftered by the Premier as being derived
from some higher authority, and T do not
see why we should so regard it now.

Hon. 4. J. HOLMES: What the Premier
said has ne bearing on the subjeet. Par-
liament armed the Licenses Reduction
Board with greater authority than has any
jndge in Australia. From the board’s de-
cisions there is no appeal. Yet without any
word from the board we are asked to be-
lieve that the work of the board is finished.
Surely that is for the board to say. Even
if their de-licensing duties are finished, they
themsclves will continue as licensing mag-
istrates, and that without any differencein
salary.

The Chief Secrctary: No difference at all.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Why then should
not the hoard be allowed to continue as n
licenses reduetion board?

Hon. . FRASER: I hope the amend-
ment will be defeated. for the work of the
hoard is not vet eompleted.

Hon. B, H. Harris: How did you arrive
at that conelusion?

Hon. G. FRASER: By a visit I paid to
vonur district not very lonz ago.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Thev have closed
eicht hotels since vou were there.

Hon. G. FRASER: And they ought to
close more. Tf the hon. memher were hon-
est he would express the same epinion.

Hon. E. H. Harris: I demand a with-
drawal. The implication is that T am not
honest.

The CHATRMAN: The hon, member will
- withdraw that statement.

Hon. G. FRASER: 1 withdraw. But if
the hon. member were representing some
© other nrovinee, he would he of the same
opininn as T am, We have the assurance of
the Chief Seere'arv that there will be nn
difference in the salpries of the hoard. even
,if the Tieenses Reduction Board come to an
end.

He does not eon-

(COUNCIL.]

Lion. li. H. Harris: Where is the wmonej
to tome frow?

Hou., G. FRASENR: From the compeusa
tion fund, but that is to cease wiith 1928.

Hon, l&, H. Harris: And where will the
money come Irom for the next twa years:

Hou., G. FRASER: There is in the func
now suflicient wmoney for the next two years

Hon. E. H. Harris: But that is for th:
closing of hotels.

Hon. G. FRASER: That is the point |
am dealing with. There is still work for the
board to do, no matter how thoroughly an-
efficiently they may have ecarried out thei
duties. They ought te have two more year
to clean up and review the work they haw
done.

{on. E. H. HARRIS: Parliament sai.
that the board could do their work in five
years, and that their duties shouid come tc
an end on the 31st December of this year

Hon. A, Lovekin: And no longer,

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: Parliament showe(
good judgment in fixing that term, for the)
have now completed their work, The com
pensation fund now amounts to £13,700
This should not be whittled away in the ex
pense of maintaining the Licensing Board

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I was not respon
sible for the inclusion of the words *“anc
no longer.”

Hon., E. H. Harris: But you raised mn«
protest against them.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: Ii is as wel] tha
we should have some control over the legis
lation of the eountry. 1 am not going i«
be misled by the inclusion of these words
The job undertaken by the board has no
yot been finished, and we mnust give then
time in which to complete their task. Th
board themselves have not said they hav
finished their duties, and I am not going
to assume anyvthing to the contrary. Mr
Lovekin assisted in giving them power whiel
no Jjudge in Australia possesses, but I
assumed they had completed their task with
out any word from them on the subject o
any knowledge of it

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am fre
quently heing confronted with the remaric
that a Minister in another place has made
When they arve quoted they shounld be quotec
correctly. The Premier did not make th
statement suegested by Mr, Lovekin. H
said that whilst there was not very muc!
work for the board to do, there was som
work left. When the Bill was placed in m;
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hands | got into toueh with the Crown Law
Department. T did pot see any Minister
on the subject, The information I gave to
members I secured from the Under Seere-
tary for Law. He said there is still some
work for the board to do and it is desired
that their term should be extended for two
years. We would not be justified in allow-
ing the Act to lapse, If it did the £13,700
would have to go into the Treasury. 1t
could not be distributed amongst the hotel-
keepers, for there is no provision for thar,
and it would be impracticable to do so.
If the Bili does not pass, another £11,001
will go inte the Treasury. The salavies ol
the members of the board must be paid, for
they will still be retained as members of
the licensing bench. There has been un
ministerial interference in any matter T have
submitted to members,

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: 1f next vear it was
negessary to renew the Act, this could be
done. If we waited until the board recom-
mended their own abolition, they would
never go out of office, The cost ecomprises
far more than the year's salary of members,
for it also includes travelling expenses, The
cost last year yas £4,700. The Premier said
that two years would give time to enable
the remaining amount of the fund fo be
used. The balance in hand is £13,700. Ap-
parently the cost of the board is £4,700 o
year, which is equal to £9,000 in two years
to come out of the £13,000. Very little will
be left for compensation. 1f next year there
is work for the board to do, we ean continue
the Act. The present method is_far from
being economnical.

Mmmendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON:
amendment—

That Subelziuse (2) bhe struck out.

I move an

There is a provision in the prineipal Act
for the payment of so much for each class
of license and in addition the licensee must
make a return each half year and pay five
per cent. on the amount of his purchases.
Whilst the Government are striking out the
two per cent. compensation fund, in view of
the large sum standing to the credit of that
fund. the five per cent. plus the ordinary
license fee shonld be adeqoate for all pur-
poses.
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: The sub-
clause is intended to remain permanently on
the statute book and it is necessary to have
it there awing to the ahelition of the rom-
pensation fund. The extra one per cent. will
mean a further contribution of £5 a year
which will be little more than suflicient tn
meet the expenses of the board. The extra
one per cent. will not be oppressive in
any way to the hotelkeepers.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Assuming that the
board will earry on for two years there will
still be about £7,000 left for the payment
of compensation. When the State has to
pay the whole and not one third, why sheuld
not the trade pay the additional amount.
A cond portion of the £7,000 will be ve-
quired for the payment of compensation,
because there are outlyine distriets in which
there are hotels that have not vet heen visited,
I cannot see that the hoard have yet finished
their job, At the end of two years the board
are to be paid by the State and it will
cost £5,000 a year to keep it going.

Amendment put end negatived.
Clause put and passed.
New Claunse:

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I move—

That the following new clause be added to
the Bill to stand as Clause 3:—‘Subsection
7 of Seetion 47 of the prinecipal Act is
amended by deleting all the words after the
word ‘license’ in the 5th linc to the end of
the subsection; (2) a suhsection ia added to
the caid Seetion 47 as follows:—*(8) The
ltcensing magistrate say fix the preminm for
the conversion of a hotel or wayside license
into a publican’s general lieense, and also for
a license, the granting of which would not
not cxceed the number of licensed premises of
the same deseription in the distriet on the
31st December, 1922,° ??

Hon. ). J. Holmes: Mr. Nicholson should
make some explanation of the new clause
when moving it.

Hon. J, NICHOLSON: Section 47 pro-
vides that subjeet to the provisions of Part
VI. every applicant for a lcense for pre-
mises not licensed at the commmencement of
the Act shall be granted or refused if at
the discretion of the court but the nnmber
of licensed premises in the distriet shall not
exceed the numher of premises licensed

as ai the end of December, 1922.
The next section deals with the pre-
sentation of petitions. The Licenses
Reduction Board still have a fune-

tion to perform in connection with new
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licenses. The procedure for that is laid
down in Subsection 4. No new license can
be granted beyond the number in force in
a district at the end of December, 1922, un-
less a petition has been presented and a new
license has been recommended by the board.
Subsection 7 provides that if as the resalt
of a petition and inguiry a new license is
considered necessary in any district where
a de-licensed house exists, the eourt may,
without calling for tenders, fix a premium
to be paid by the owner of the premises for
the granting of the license, and the licensing
magistrates may fix a premium for the con-
version of a hotel or wayside-house license
into u publican’s gencral license. The latter
part was incorporated in Subsection 7 in-
stead of being mmade a separate subsection.
Only after petition and inquiry is it possible
for the court to call for tenders and fix a
preminm in a distriet where a de-licensed
house exists. [ am informed there are dis-
triets where there may not be a delicensed
house and the court have nof the power to
fix a preminm. It is desired that the conrt
should be able to fix a premium in a district
for which a license is to be granted and in
which there is no de-licensed house. To cure
the defect in Subseetion 7 I submit the
amendment.

The CHAIRMAN: This is a Bill for an
Act to continue the operation of Part V. of
the Licensing Aect, 1911, and to amend Sec-
tions 73 and 97. Were the title a Bill to
amend the Licensing Act, 1911, I would rule
the amendment admissible, but as it purports
to amend other sections not in conformity
with the title, I think it is outside the seape
of the Bill.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Later T intend to
move to amend the title, T realise that will
be necessary.

The CHAIRMAN: 1 do not think that
will meet the position. It would enable yon
to open up the whole Act for diseussion.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: T am merely pro-
posing an amendment to Section 47.

The CHAIRMAN: The Bill is specifically
to continue the operation of Part V. and to
amend Sections 73 and 97. The amendment
applies to another portion of the Act and T
rule that it is inadmissible.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Surelr we can
amend the title!

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Youn mnst aceept the
ruling of the Chairman, or move to -lisagree.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. J. NICIJOLSON: I ask you fo con-
sider the question of amending the title to
overcome the difficulty. I understand Dr.
Saw has an amendment ¢o the same section.

The CHAIRMAN : I have given my ruling
and the hon. member can move to disagree
with it. The Bill wa~ introduced last Tues-
day week and now aft midnight the hon.
member moves without notice an amendment
to open all portions of the Act. He has
given no indication of the direction in which
he desires to amend the title, and therefore
we have fo grope in the dark to determine
how to amend the title in order to cover his
amendment.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: T was going to
sugrest amending the title by incloding See-
tion 47,

The CHAIRMAN: T have ruled that the
amendment is not admissible, The hon. mem-
ber can disagree with my ruling.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: When we come to
the title T shall move to amend it, and then
ask for the recommittal of the Bil)l. Dr.
Saw’s amendment deals with Section 47 and
apparently that also will he inadmissible.

The CHATIRMAN: T shall deal with that
when it is moved. T have ruled vour amend-
ment inadmissible.

Disgent from Ruling.
ITon. J: Nicholson: I move—

That the Committec disagree with the Chair-
man’s ruling.

Question put and negatived.

Committee resumed.

Title:

Hon. J. NTCHOLSON: T move an amend-
ment—

That after ‘‘scetions’’ in
seven '’ be inserted.

The CHAIRMAN: I have ruled thai the
amendment is not admissiblee, The Com-
mittee have upheld my rnling and the hon.
memhber has not ealled for a division.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I do not think an
amendment to the title to cover an amend-
ment not in the Bill is admissible,

Title put and passed.

word ‘‘forty-

Rill reported without amendment.

Reeommittal.

On motion by Hon. J. Nicholson, Bill re-
committed to consider the insertion of new
clanses,
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In Commiitee.

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief
Seeretary in charge of the Bill.

New clause:

Hon. A, J. H. SAW: ] wish to move a
new clause. 1 musi apologise for its not
appeating on the Notice Paper. The reason
is that it was oaly to-day I received a com-
munieation from some of my constitnents at
Bassendean. The letter says—

Puring the past five years we, the residents
of Dascendean, have successfully opposed aix
applications for publicans’ licenses for our

town—three times during 1928; and still they
are applying for licenses.

The letter asks me to try to secure the inser-
tion of a new clause to the effect that when
a district has successfully opposed the grant-
ing of a license, no further applications shall
be received by the licensing bench for the
ensuing three vears. On receipt of that
letter I communicated with Mr. Sayer, who
was good enough to draft a clanse following
the lines suggested by my correspondents—

Section 41 of the principal Aet is amended
byadding thercto a subsection as follows:—
*‘Subject to the proviso in Subseetion 3, if in
any disteiet any applieation for & new license
or & provisional certificate has hitherto been
made, or mav hereafter he made, under the
preceding provisions of this scction, and such
application was or is refused by the court, no
new license or other provisional certificate shall
be pranted by the court for any premises in
such disiriet or in the area defined in the
petition relating to the propesed application,
us the ease may be, on any subsequent appli-
cation, for a period of three years following
the date of tho refusal by the court of sueh
prior application,

It seems to me there is considerable hardship
in cases where repeated applications are
made for a new license in a district, such as
Bassendean, where there is no license, and
where the people do not wish a license. and
yet those who bave successfully opposed the
application are put to the expense, within a
very short time, of again having to fee eonn-
gel to appear for them, and perhaps of hav-
ing te prepare a petition, in order again to
defeat an application. The people them-
gelves have no financial interest in the mat-
ter. It is quite a different position for the
person applying for a license, because the
license may be worth to him a considerable
sum, especially if he has not to pay &
premium. It is worth the applicant’s while
to try to gel the court to reverse its decision.
The opponents of the license, on the other
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hand, have no prospect whatever of finaneial
gain. Therefore the new clause seems to me
desirable. Whether I shall be in order in
moving it, is another matter. Mr. Sayer
apparently was under the impression that I
would be in order, beenuse ue said that the
next step would be to amend the Title of
the Biil by inserting the words “forty-seven™
hefore “ninety-seven.”

The CHAIRMAN: I very much vegret
that I have te mete out the same fate to thia
proposed amendment as I did to Mr. Nichol-
son’s amendment. It is not admissible. Tt
is not within the scope of the Bill. I wish
to add that it seems to me a simple matter
so to amend the Title as to include Section
47, but I wonld remind the Committee that
hon. members could continue the same eourse
and amend every section of the parent Aect.
IE this were a Bill to amerd the Licensing
Act, I would allow the amendment; but in
the circumstances I eannot allow it.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: May I suggest that
as we are in a diffienlty, the Minister should
report progress. I think the clause should
go into the Bill if it can be got in.

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATHLAIN : I
agree with Dr. Saw’s proposal. If the
Leader of the House would report progress,
we would have an opporfunity of seeking
some way out of the difficulty. The people
of Bassendean have been put to legal ex-
penses over and over again, and have
suffered grave hardship.

The CHAIRMAN: The position is that I
have ruled that Dr. Saw’s amendment is not
admissible for the same reason as Mr.
Nicholson’s amendment is inadmissible. Mr.
Nicholson moved that my ruling be dis-
agreed to, The Commitiee upheld me, I
have now ruled similarly in regard to Dr.
Saw’s suggested new clause. In the cvent
of the course now propesed being adopted,
I hope the Committee will also include Mr.
Nicholson’s amendment.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am pre-
pared to move that progress be reported.

The CHATRMAN : There is nothing really
to report progress on. The Bill has been
eonsidered in Committee, has been agreed to
without amendment, and has been reported
to the House. The Chief Secretary has
moved that that report be adopted, and the
Bill has been recommitted for the purpose
of considering new clauses. One new elause
has been suggested, and I have ruled that it
is inadmissible.
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Hon. J. J. Holmes: Cannot we get out of
the difficulty by reporting the Bill to the
House, and then dealing with the new clause
on the third reading?

The CHAIRMAN: I suggest that the
Minister move that I report the Bill fo the
House, and that when the question of the
adoption of the report is stated he should
move that consideration of the report be
made an Order of the Day for the next
sitting.

The CHIEF SECRETARY:

That the Chairman do now report the Bill
to the House.

I move—

Question put and passed.
Bill again reported without amendment.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move—

That the consideration of the report be
made an Order of the Day for the next sitting
of the House.

Question put and passed.

BILL—EDUCATION.
Assembly’s Further Message.

Message received from the Assembly
notifying that it had agreed to the Council’s
request for a conference, and had appointed
Mr. Davy, Mr. Willcock and Mr. Millington
a3 managers, the Ministers’ room as the
place, and 5.45 p.m. on the following day
as the time.

BILL—LOAN, £4,800,000.

Received from the Assembly, and read a
first time.

House adjourned at 11.27 p.m.
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‘Water Boards Act Amendment. Councu’a lnrt.her
message 2441
The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

p.m., and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to the following
Bills:—

1, Forests Act Amendment.

2, Bunbury Electric Lighfing Act Amend-
ment.

3, Feeding Stuffs.

4, Land Tax and Income Tax.

5, Wheat Bags.

6, Railways Diseontinuance.

QUESTION—BRAN AND POLLARD
SUPPLIES.

Mr. LINDSAY asked the Minister for
Apgriculture: 1, Has his attention been called
to the Press statement to the effect that the
by-producis of the flour milling industry
are being exported to Japan, Java, China,
and Egypt? 2, Is he aware that the quoted
prices for bran and pollard in Melbourne are
£2 5s. less than in Perth? 3, Will he bring
under the notice of flour millers the im-
portance of the dairying, pig, and poultry
industries, with the object of ensuring
ample supplies of mill offals at reasonable
rates and similar to those obtaining in the
Eastern States where other conditions are
similar to those in Western Australia?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, Yes. 2, In to-day's Press the
relative prices quoted are—Melbourne, bran



